
Page 1 of 11 

 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Bobby J. Roberts, R.E.G.C. 

Grand Commandery Knights Templar 
Of Indiana 

January 2013 
www.indianaknightstemplar.com 

 
Greetings Sir Knights and Ladies: 

  

HAPPY NEW YEAR! 
“Be at war with your vices, at peace with your neighbors, and let every new year find you a better man.”  
― Benjamin Franklin 
Special Notice: Any Sir Knight may attend our winter meeting on January 7, 
2012 at 9 AM at the Marriott Hotel East on Shadeland Ave and 21st St. 
 
January Birthdays: 
Lady Jeanene Marie Jenkins, wife of David L. Jenkins, 16, 1/1 
Walter P. Worland, KCT, PGC, 1/2 90 Years Old!!!! 
Steven Keller, 16, 1/3 
James S. De Mond, KCT, KGC, PGC, PDC, 4, 1/4 
Lady Suanna Brown, wife of Larry W. Brown, KCT, PGC, ECDC, 32, ¼ 
James H. Hodge, PGHP, GGS, 8, 1/6 
Lady Pat De Mond, wife of James S. De Mond, KCT, KGC, PGC, PDC, 4, 1/7 
Lady Jennie Lutes, wife of Wilford Lutes, Rec. 14, 1/7 
Dale Foreman, Aide, 32, 1/7 
William J. Reagin, Rec. 56, 1/8 
Omar E. Hager, KCT, PGC, 41, 1/9    101 Years Old!!!! 
Lady Betty Metcalf, wife of Walter E. Metcalf, Aide, 41, 1/10 
Joseph R. Haydock, 23, 1/11 
Michael A. Moxley, 62, 1/12 
Lady Shari Coleman, wife of James B. Coleman, EGS, 4, 1/13 
Charles M. Huff, 64, 1/15 
Robert J. Frazer, KCT, PGC, GT, 8, 1/16 
Michael D. Virgin, 3, 1/18 
Lady Janice Humphrey, wife of Virgil G. Humphrey, KTCH, KCT, Lanyard Program, 29, 1/20 
Lady Margaret Cole, wife of Paul A. Cole, KCT, PGC, 2, 1/21 
Lady Louise Schmidt, wife of Glenn W. Schmidt, DBC 6, 1/22 
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Lady Tammy Bridegroom, wife of John A. Bridegroom, KCT, Arch 1 Officer, 41, 1/23 
David L. Miller, 1, 1/25 
Lady Barbara Atterson, wife of Lloyd Atterson, Sr., PGHP, Rec. 67, 1/27 
Lady Natalie Robinson, widow of Sam Robinson, GPE, 3, 1/28 
Lady Barbara Gillard, wife of Michael Gillard, 61, 1/28 
Ramphai (Toon) Brutchen, wife of George Brutchen, Rec. 32, 1/30 
 
January Anniversaries: 
John & Jane Stevens, 1/1 
Mike & Mary Anderson, 1/2 
Ken & Rita Ward, 1/7 
Glenn & Louise Schmidt, 1/16 
Wayne & Joanne Ithier, 1/19 
Marion & Iris Crum, 1/19 
George & Ramphai Brutchen, 1/30 
 

ANY COMMANDERY INTERESTED IN FIELDING A DRILL TEAM AT 
THE GRAND CONCLAVE IN APRIL 2012, PLEASE CONTACT STEVE 

BARTON AT: ss.barton@comcast.net 
 

Grand Commandery of Knights Templar of the State of Indiana 
Collectable Medallion 

 
This medallion, designed by John Bridegroom and issued by the Grand Commandery of Indiana, 
is a fundraiser for the 2018 Triennial to be held in Indianapolis, Indiana during the year that our 

own Duane Vaught will be the Grand Master of the Grand Encampment. 
Your purchase and support is very important. Please consider buying multiple quantities to 

receive shipping discount and to give away to your friends. 

$10.00 each 
Ask any Officer or go to http://www.indianaknightstemplar.com/ to order one. 
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“I hope I shall possess firmness and virtue enough to maintain what I consider the most enviable of all titles, the 
character of an honest man.” - George Washington 
 
Sickness & Distress: 
 
John Bridegroom’s Daughter Phoenix, Arch 1 Officer Grand Council  
What a way to start the New Year: Phoenix is in remission! 
Update 1/1: Phoenix had her 4 week check up in South Bend today, and I am pleased as punch to report 
that she continues to thrive. Her labs remain fantastic, and her body is handling her oral chemo well. 
Today was the first time she walked from the car to the clinic, without a stroller or wheelchair, and she 
never gave it a second thought. Of course her doc and nurses were amazed, thrilled, and so happy to see 
her strength. Our nurse practitioner told me that every time her team gets to see Phoenix, they are 
energized and overjoyed by her infectious smile and personality... and they are reminded that miracles 
really do happen. What an amazing report to close out 2012. Happy New Year to you all! 2013 is going 
to be fantastic. 
 
Bobby J. Roberts REGC had a minor back surgery (if there is such a thing as minor surgery) in Muncie 
Hospital. Everything went well and he is now home resting. Let’s all keep Bobby and Fay in our prayers. 
They sure have had their hands full lately. 
Update 11/19:  Bobby Roberts is back in Indiana University Health Ball Memorial Hospital in Muncie 
awaiting back surgery on Wednesday morning. A MRI diagnosed a compression fracture at L4 in his 
lower back. He has no idea how it happened. He is currently in room 6124 but that will most likely 
change after surgery. Please keep Bobby and Fay in your prayers during this difficult time. Fraternally, 
Larry V 
Update 11/23: Good Morning, I just talked with Bobby. He is home and still in a fair amount of pain 
from the surgery. In addition to fixing the problem they knew about they found another one and were 
able to take care of it too. He is under "House arrest" for at least the next two weeks. He wished 
everyone a belated Happy Thanksgiving and sends his regrets for not being able to attend the Christmas 
Party this Sunday. Please keep Bobby and Fay in your thoughts and prayers. IHSV, Don Olvey  
Update 11/26: Bobby Roberts, GC was readmitted to the hospital Sunday after an MRI revealed another 
cracked vertebra. He was scheduled for surgery this morning. I have not heard any as of yet. Will keep 
you informed. 
Update 11/27: Bobby was released from the hospital today and is home trying to rest. He had vertebrae 
L2 and L5 fused this time. Please keep Bobby and Fay in your prayers. Fraternally, Larry V 
Update 12/25: Bobby was taken back into the hospital with a severe Asthma attack. He was released on 
12/28/2012 and is now home resting. 
 
Robert J. Frazer: Bobby Joe will be having surgery on Monday, Dec. 3, 2012 at 12:00 PM to have a 
stint put in blood vessel going to his Kidney. Please keep Bobby Joe in your prayers. 
Update 12/3: The surgery went well. They put 2 stints in 1 in blood vessel going into kidney and 1 in 
main aorta (belly button). I still have a blocked artery in my leg. Doctor says walking will take care of it. 
Thank you for all your prayers!!!!!! I got home about 5:00 PM. Bob  
 
Brother Dick Midkiff had a total knee replacement on Wednesday, November 28th. He is a resident at 
the IMH, member of Devol, the IMH York Rite bodies, and more. There were some complications and 
he will be released sometime today to the Transitional Care Unit (TCU) on the second floor of the 
Medical Center at the Indiana Masonic Home. Dick will possibly be there for several weeks for therapy 
and strengthening as right now he is total non-weight bearing on the new knee. We appreciate the 
prayers that were sent up for the surgery and would request you pray for a full recovery. I will update 
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you periodically. Cards may be sent to 978 Solomon Drive, Franklin 46131, and I will be more than 
happy to deliver them to him. Sue Midkiff 
 
Carroll Joe Friend: 12/19 -I just received word that Joe Friend was taken to the Hospital either a heart 
attack or another stroke. Do not know which at this time. I understand he has been life lined to 
Indianapolis. Please put out the message to the brothers to pray for Joe. Ronald W. Woods 
Update 12/21: Larry, Joe Friend was admitted to Greensburg hospital Wed. night. He could not get any 
oxygen. When he was admitted his oxygen level was at 87 and when they put oxygen on him it went 
back to 97. He has his cell phone if you want to talk to him its 812-614-1300. Wilma Friend 
Joe is home. It wasn't a heart attack. He is resting. 
Update 12/21: I visited Joe Friend in the Greensburg Hospital Thursday morning. He was lucky in that 
his own doctor was in the emergency room and understood his case well. It was determined that the 
main problem was his breathing and he had very low blood oxygen level. He improved greatly once 
oxygen was given to him. I will keep you informed if any changes. Ronald W. Woods, D.C. 
Update 12/22: Joe finally came today. Dr. said he had pneumonia. Now he is on oxygen 24-7. Tell 
everyone he is fine. Wilma.  
 
Clint Cottrell, PC, DBC: had a stroke last night (12/20). He was life lined to Methodist Hospital last 
night. I spoke to his wife a few moments ago, he is doing the best as can be expected but still early in the 
recovery and they do not know what the damage might be. Mark Kester, Sr. 
Update 12/27:  I got a call from Clint’s wife today, he is to be released from Indianapolis Hospital today 
but she does not know if he will go home or to Hospital here. He will have three weeks of physical 
therapy to do. She asks that we wait three week before seeing him. Paul Burns 
 
Indiana Deaths: 
Kim Rader: We lost a dear friend this morning. Kim Rader passed away this morning at St. Francis 
South Campus. He had suffered a stroke Wednesday morning and was taken to the hospital. Visitation: 
Tuesday December 11, 2012: 2:30 PM Visitation Begins; 7:00 PM Eastern Star Service; 7:30 PM 
Masonic Service; Wednesday, December 12, 2012 10:00 AM Visitation Begins; 11:00 AM Funeral 
Service; Flanner & Buchannan Funeral Center Washington Park, 10722 E. Washington St., Indianapolis, 
IN 46229-2614  Don Stafford 
 
Don Dimond: Masonic Services will be held for Brother Don Dimond on Thursday, December 27th at 7 
P.M. at Bailey/Love in Huntington. He was the father of Roger Dimond, Recorder of Huntington 
Commandery. SK Steve Maxwell  
 
Illustrious Brother George Brown: I regret to inform you of the passing of Ill Brother George Brown. 
George died on Monday, December 24, 2012. Visitation will be from 1 – 5 PM (EST), with a Masonic 
Service at 5:00 PM (EST) on Sunday, December 30, 2012 at Welsheimers Funeral Home, 17033 
Cleveland Rd, South Bend. The funeral service will be Monday, December 31, 2012 at 11:00 AM 
(EST). Robert F. Keuper, 33°, Executive Director, South Bend Scottish Rite 
 
 
Good News and Bad News: Good news and bad news to start off 2013. The bad 
news is that the Indianapolis Scottish Rite Cathedral was burglarized around 4:00 
A.M. this morning. Entry was gained through the security office window. The good 
news is that IMPD responded quickly to the alarm run and apprehended two 
suspects inside the building, a male and a female. The female refused to cooperate 
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with police and was bitten by a police search dog. A quick inspection failed to turn 
up any further damage to the building and contents. Thanks to the several IMPD 
Downtown District officers for a job well done. Jim Dillman. 
 
 
 
Directory Changes: 
J.D. Pinnick Cell: (812) 345-9925 
Virgil Humphrey: lund.vgh@gmail.com 
Marion Crum E-Mail: marion.crum@comcast.net 
John V. Stevens E-Mail: jvmjstevens@att.net 
Robert Coleman new work e-mail: Robert.L.Coleman28.civ@mail.mil 
Joseph Haydock e-mail: jrhaydock@embarqmail.com 
Mike Stoner e-mail: sk_doc_stoner@yahoo.com 
New Address for:  Mrs. Herbert A. (Katie) Newman 

Legacy at Springhurst 
628 N. Meridian Rd. 
Greenfield, IN 46140-2735 

 
Important Dates: 
 
Sat. Jan 5, 2013. Grand Commandery Winter Meeting; Marriott East 9 AM 
 Newby/Avery Banquet 6 PM 
 
Tues. Jan 8, 2013. Past Master Degree; Middletown Chapter No. 143; Middletown Lodge 

No. 271, 959 N. Beachwood Ave., Middletown, IN 47356  
 
Fri. Jan 18, 2013. The Scottish Rite Research Guild from the Valley of South Bend proudly 

kicks off the 2013 lecture series by welcoming WB Cliff Porter from 
Colorado to speak on his book, "The Secret Psychology of Freemasonry." 
Details are as follows: Time: 6pm (CT) (Dinner/Meet &Greet} - 7pm (CT) 
(Lecture} M.L. McClelland Lodge #357, 219 Center St., Hobart, IN 46342 
Price: $10.00 per person (includes dinner}. 

 
Sat. Jan 19, 2013. Indy AASR Ballroom Dancing Night 

 
Wed. Feb 6, 2013. Indy AASR Stated Meeting with Degree Presentation 
 
Feb 6-10, 2013. Masonic Week, Reston, VA        www.yorkrite.org/MasonicWeek 
 
Fri. Feb 8, 2013. Indy AASR Purdue Glee Club 
 
Sat. Feb 9, 2013.  Noblesville York Rite Class 

08:00 AM Registration 
09:00 AM Mark Master Degree 
10:15 AM Past Master Degree 
10:45 AM Most Excellent Master Degree 
11:00 PM Lunch 
12:30 PM Royal Arch Degree  

mailto:marion.crum@comcast.net
mailto:jvmjstevens@att.net
mailto:Robert.L.Coleman28.civ@mail.mil
mailto:jrhaydock@embarqmail.com
mailto:sk_doc_stoner@yahoo.com
http://www.yorkrite.org/MasonicWeek
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Noblesville Chapter No. 120, Noblesville Masonic Temple 
295 S. 9th St., Noblesville, IN 46060-2729 
Michael Gillard, (765) 702-4346 Cell; mdwizard28@att.net  

 
Sat. Feb 9, 2013. Indy AASR Sweetheart Dinner Dance 
 
Sat. Feb 23, 2013. Tri-State York Rite Festival – Chapter & Council Degrees in Angola 

09:00 AM Chapter and Council Degrees 
Angola Masonic Temple, 35 S. Public Square, Angola, IN 46703-1926 
Contact: Paul Friend, (260) 665-7259 Home; (260) 402-6122 Cell; 
pifriend67@yahoo.com 

 
Sat. Mar 2, 2013. Tri-State York Rite Festival – Commandery Orders in Michigan Center, 

MI. 09:00 AM Commandery Orders; Jackson-Coolidge Masonic Temple, 
355 Napoleon Rd., Michigan Center, MI 49254-1264;  Paul Friend, (260) 
665-7259 Home; (260) 402-6122 Cell; pifriend67@yahoo.com 

 
Sat. Mar 9, 2013. 2013 Department Meeting 
 
Tues. Mar 27-31, 2013. Grand Commandery Annual Easter Sunrise Trip to Washington, DC 
 See Attached Brochure for details  
 
Fri. Apr 5, 2013.  York Rite Class Honoring  

MOST WORSHIPFUL BROTHER GEORGE A. INGLES, JR., 
GRAND MASTER OF MASONS IN INDIANA 
6:00 PM Registration 
7:00 PM Mark Master Degree 
8:15 PM Past Master Degree 
8:45 PM Most Excellent Master Degree 
West Side York Rite Bodies  
Mooresville Lodge No. 78, 800 N. Indianapolis Rd., Mooresville, IN 
Contact: Sean Jones, (317) 658-8103 Cell; diver978a@yahoo.com 

 
Sat. April 6, 2013.  York Rite Class Honoring  

MOST WORSHIPFUL BROTHER GEORGE A. INGLES, JR., 
GRAND MASTER OF MASONS IN INDIANA 
08:00 AM Royal Arch Degree  
10:00 AM Royal & Select Master Degrees 
11:45 AM Lunch 
1:00 PM Order of Red Cross 
2:15 PM Order of Malta 
3:30 PM Order of the Temple - Levant Preceptory 
6:00 PM Adjourn 
West Side York Rite Bodies; Mooresville Lodge No. 78, 800 N. 
Indianapolis Rd., Mooresville, IN 46158-1154 
 

Wed. April 24, 2013.  Grand Council Banquet 
 
Thurs. April 25. 2013. Grand Council Annual Communication 
 

mailto:mdwizard28@att.net
mailto:pifriend67@yahoo.com
mailto:pifriend67@yahoo.com
mailto:diver978a@yahoo.com
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Thurs. April 25. 2013. Commandery Divine Service 
 Grand Commander’s Banquet 
 
Fri. April 26, 2013. Grand Commandery Annual Conclave 
 Three-Way Banquet 
 
Sat. April 27, 2013. Commandery Drill Competition 
 
Sat. May 18, 2013. Levant Preceptory to exemplify the Order of the Temple in the new 

Scottish Rite Cathedral, 383 Lake St., Bloomingdale, IL 60108 
Contact: Jim Dillman, (317) 828-7611 Cell; jrdill1955@yahoo.com  
 

“Stupidity is also a gift of God, but one mustn't misuse it.” ― Pope John Paul II 
 

Happenings 
Well, it looks like mother-nature is going to force us to redo the Nativity scene at the Masonic Home. 
We have been talking about upgrading the Nativity set for a while now. It looks like we have some 
motivation. Most parts are damaged. Donnie will get a better look after some of the ice melts. But it’s  
not looking too promising. Don Olvey 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Think about it: 
Interesting link: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pJktVXjE698 
 

Around the Encampment 
 
SK Courtland Andrew KTCH died suddenly in Albany New York area. Courtland Andrew was a Past 
Grand High Priest, RAM of New York State. He had been Chairman of the Knights Templar 
Educational Foundation, State of New York for many years, until the two years ago. He was very active 
in many Masonic organizations. The Griswold Funeral Home located at 1867 State Street, Schenectady, 
NY 12304 (518-374-6188) is handling the funeral arrangements for our Departed Brother, Courtland M. 
Andrew. The calling hours have been set for Saturday, December 8th from 10 AM TO 1 PM. Masonic 
services will be conducted at 1 o'clock to be followed be a pastoral service at the funeral home since 
there is no internment. Memorial contributions may be sent to The Shriners Hospital for Children at 516 
Carew Street, Springfield, MA 01104. Condolences should be sent to Janine Pustolka at 46 Wedgewood 
Avenue, Schenectady, NY 12303. Please keep the Andrew Family and relatives in your thoughts and 
prayers. Fraternally, Ron Bertie, PGC, KCT 
 

mailto:jrdill1955@yahoo.com
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pJktVXjE698
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SK Ray Hoeft, PGHP, WI: With a heavy heart, I am reporting that the Supreme Architect has called 
the roll for Brother Ray Hoeft. Ray is a former Mayor of Omro, Past Master of Omro Lodge and has 
long and distinguished Masonic resume including elevation to the 33rd degree. Visitation will be from 
4:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m. on Wednesday, Dec. 12. A Masonic memorial will follow at 8:00 p.m. with 
Brothers Dave Barbola (Berlin) and Dick Kreager (Winneconne) officiating. Visitation and Memorial 
will be at: Kwiatkowski Funeral Home, 425 Jefferson Avenue, Omro, WI 54963 (920) 685-2207 
 
Most Worshipful John Trickel, PGM, PGHP: Montana York Rite lost it's "oldest" Grand High Priest 
Friday. Most Worshipful John Trickel died Friday in Missoula. Services will be Friday Dec 28th at the 
Grace United Methodist Church on the corner of Grant & Garfield in Missoula. ME John was GHP in 
1980-1981. Cards may be sent to: Betty Trickel, 2016 27th Avenue, Missoula, MT 59801  
Sincerely & fraternally, Brad Huffman, GS/R Montana 
 
“America will never be destroyed from the outside. If we falter and lose our freedoms, it will be because 
we destroyed ourselves.” ― Abraham Lincoln   
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To York Rite Members Wheresoever dispersed in Indiana: 

 
Your stated December meetings of York Rite in Indiana will find the membership voting 
on a new set of York Rite Officers for 2013. We wish you well in selecting a good corp. 
of officers to lead you into the next year. 
 
As we look at York Rite in Indiana, please be informed of the following plans for the 39th 
Annual (consecutive) Tri-State York Rite Festival. 
 

1).  Chapter and Council work will be on Saturday, February 23, 2013 in Angola, 
IN, at the Angola Masonic Lodge. 

2).  The Orders of the Commandery will be on Saturday, March 2, 2013 at the 
Michigan Center Masonic Lodge (on the east edge of Jackson MI) 

3).  Both Saturdays begin with registration/coffee/donuts at 8:00 AM EST. 
Degree work starts promptly at 9:00 AM EST. 

4)   Meal costs each day is $10.00. Meal must be paid when registering on day 
of work. The Indiana contact for meal reservations for members and 
candidates is: Mike Anderson, PC of Angola Commandery #45, 484 N 600 E, 
Angola, IN 46703. Make reservation by phone at 260-665-9376 or  

 email: candacraig2@re-comm.net 
5)   All petitions and candidate fees go through your local York Rite bodies. 
6).  Local York Rite body to verify Blue Lodge membership. 
7).  Each York Rite body to bring your own Chapter Penny and Malta Jewel to 

the Festival to be presented during the work. 
8).  Meal reservations will be due by February 11, 2013 to Mike Anderson. 
9).  The Angola Yeomen of York are the organizers of the Tri-State Festival. 
10).  The Festival to honor the memory of William Skrepnek, Past Grand Master 

of the Grand Lodge of Michigan, Right Eminent Past Grand Commander of 
Michigan, and Past Most Illustrious Grand Master of Cryptic Masons of 
Michigan. 

11).  To see more details; visit one of the three sites below. There is a prepared 
petition that can be used (developed by Kurt Begue of Ft. Wayne) at each of 
these websites. For the last two sites, you need to click the rectangular box 
that says 2013 Tri-State Festival to open the page. 
http://www.indianaknightstemplar.com/Tri-State.pdf 
http://www.fortwayneyorkrite.com/ 
http://www.indianaknightstemplar.com/ 

12).  Any Indiana York Rite body is welcome to send candidates for the complete 
York Rite Degrees/Orders or for a portion thereof.  

 
If you have any questions about the 2013 Tri-State Festival, please email: Paul W. 
Friend, Chairman, in Angola at pifriend67@yahoo.com or call at 260-665-7259. 
Thanks in advance for promoting this important York Rite Festival. 
 
Fraternally yours, 
Paul W. Friend, Chairman 
 

mailto:candacraig2@re-comm.net
http://www.indianaknightstemplar.com/Tri-State.pdf
http://www.fortwayneyorkrite.com/
http://www.indianaknightstemplar.com/
mailto:pifriend67@yahoo.com
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