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If your actions inspire others to dream more, learn more, do more, and become more, you are a leader. 

February 8-12—Masonic Week 2023.  Hyatt Regency Crystal City in Arlington, VA.  Contact Moises Gomez 

February 11—Battalion 1 Commandery meeting at EH Gary Commandery #57. 7a-9a.  Contact Scott Sacek 

February 11—Battalion 2 Commandery meeting at Apollo #19 Commandery. 12p-2p.  Contact Dominic Hamblin 

February 11—Indiana Templar Academy—North, at Greenfield Commandery #39 at 2p.  Contact Randy Darling 

February 11—DeMolay Sweetheart Dance at Scottish Rite Cathedral.  Doors open at 6:30p. 

February 13—Mark Master Degree at Shelby Chapter #20. 6p dinner, 7:30p degree.  Contact Randy Ellington 

February 18—Levant Preceptory at Urbana Commandery #16 in Champaign, IL. 11a Assemble.  Contact Carson Smith 

February 18—Council Inspection—Central, Terre Haute Council #8. 11a Table Council, 12p Super X. Contact Charlie B. 

February 18—RARA Banquet and silent auction at Hilton Garden, Indy Airport.  Contact Jason Miller 

February 18—Council Inspection—Central, Frankfort Council #46. 6p Table Council, 7p Super X.  Contact Charlie B. 

February 21—Royal Arch Degree at Grant County Chapter #55. 6p dinner, 7p degree.  Contact George Ingles 

February 25—Tri-State York Rite Festival at Jackson-Coolidge Lodge #17, Michigan Center, MI. 8a Registration, 9a Mark 

   Master Degree, 10:15a Past Master Degree, 11a Most Excellent Master Degree, 12p lunch, 12:45p Royal Arch 

   Degree, 2:15p Royal Master Degree, 3p Select Master Degree.  Contact Mike Anderson.   

February 25—Council Inspection—Central, Emil Steffey Council #3.  11a Table Council, 12p Super X.  Contact Charlie B. 

February 25—Lawrence V. Kaminsky Commandery UD, at Columbus #14 12p Lunch, 1p Presentation.  Contact Steve K. 

February 25—Council Inspection—Central, Prather Council #100. 6p Table Council, 7p Super X.  Contact Charlie B. 

March 4—Tri-State York Rite Festival at Bryan Masonic Temple, Bryan, OH. 8a Registration, 9a Order of the Red Cross   

   (full form), 10:15a, Order of the Malta (short form), 10:45a Chamber of Reflection, 10:45a Yeomen of York, 11:45a 

   lunch, 12:15a Order of the Temple.  Contact Mike Anderson.   

March 4—Battalion 7 Commandery meeting at Bedford Commandery #42. 8a-10a.  Contact Jon McCracken. 

March 4—Council Inspection—North, Fort Wayne Council #4.  11a Table Council, 12p Super X. Contact Charlie B. 

A special thank you to Carson Smith for providing up to date information for the upcoming events. 

Don’t forget to make your Reservations 
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Mike & Mary Anderson 

George & Ramphai Brutchen 

Shelby & Ida Olvey 

Ken Jr. & Katie Roy 

Joseph & Tracy Sparks 

John & Jane Stevens 

Ken & Rita Ward 

2023 Officers 

Congratulations to the new officers of Quincy Lodge 

#230. 

Quincy Lodge: Elwood Freemasonry Facebook 

Job’s Daughters 

It was a wonderful night as PGC Ed Fodrea, Grand Prel-

ate Emeritus Dan Patterson, Grand Stand Bearer Da-

than Reed, and Grand Senior Warden Dominic Hamblin 

attended the Job’s Daughters Bethel #8 Installation 

along with many other bodies of our great Fraternity.  

Always a good time supporting the youth. 

Grand Commandery Knights Templar of Indiana Facebook 

2023 Officers 

It was an outstanding evening at Grandview Lodge 

#191 as the Officers for 2023 were installed. 

Doug Patmore Facebook 

POWERFUL PRAYER  

Peter put them all out, and knelt down and prayed.                                                          

Acts 9:40 

King Hezekiah prayer when his city was threatened by 

invading armies, and the nation was spared for anoth-

er generation.  The king had prayed and exalted the 

Almighty “that all the kingdoms of the earth may know 

that Your are the Lord God, You alone”  (2 Kings 

19:19). 

Daniel prayed three times a day for power to remain 

true to God (Daniel 6:13).  Jesus prayed at the tomb of 

Lazarus so that the people would believe (John 11:41-

42).  Peter prayed, and Dorcas was raised to life (Acts 

9:40). 

John Wesley prayed, and revival came to England.  

Jonathan Edwards prayed and revival came to Ameri-

ca. 

Who knows what amazing things the prayers of Chris-

tians today can do? 

We must ask ourselves, “Why do we pray?  Do we real-

ly believe that we are speaking to almighty God?  That 

He hears us?  Do we really believe we are bowing be-

fore His throne in Heaven?  Do we really believe He 

will answer us?   

When you approach the throne of God, do so with 

faith, belief, and a heart that seeks to glorify Him.  

Grant County Chapter #55  

 

On January 17, Grant County Chapter #55 conferred 

the Mark Master Degree on seven candidates. 

George Ingles, Jr. 



 

 

50 Years 

Brother Walter Watts of Tippecanoe Lodge #492 re-

ceived his 50 Year Past Master Award on January 12 

from Grand Master, Richard Lentz. 

Don Henderson Facebook 

2023 Officers  
 

On January 12, the 2023 Union Village Lodge Officers 
were installed. 

 

Union Village Lodge No. 545 Free and Accepted Masons Facebook 

Welcome  
 

Congratulations to the newest Master Masons of Kane 
Lodge #183 and Mishawaka #130. 

Freemasons Kane Lodge #183 Facebook 

Greenfield Chapter #96 

 

Greenfield Chapter #96 conferred the Mark Master 

Degree on three candidates on January 12. 

Larry Gray Facebook 

Website Links    
Click on the picture 

https://www.indianaroyalarchmasons.org/
https://www.ingccm.org/
http://indianaknightstemplar.com/


 

 

Greenfield Chapter #96  

 

Greenfield Chapter 96 conferred the Past Master and 

Most Excellent Master Degrees on January 26 on three 

Mark Masters. 

 

Larry Gray Facebook  

Welcome  

On January 12, Bethel #108 welcomed their newest 

Job’s Daughter, 

 
Indiana Job’s Daughters Facebook 

Masons at the Colts  

 

On January 8, about 400 Freemasons and their families 

displayed the full-field flag for the National Anthem 

prior to the Colts Game. 

 

Photos by Derek Sternaman  

2023 Officers  

 

Congratulations to 2023 officers of the Social Order of 

the Beauceant, Indianapolis #90. 

 
Social Order of the Beauceant (SOOB) #90Facebook 



 

 

Founder ’s Day 
 
In January of every year, Freemasons from across the state gather at the Scottish Rite Cathedral in Indianapolis for 

Founder’s Day. 

Photos from multiple Facebook posts 

and Stephen Kromer 

In Memory 

  

Charley Alan Smelser, 64, of Kokomo, passed away at 3:35 PM EST. Thursday, January 

19, 2023, at St. Vincent Hospital in Kokomo. He was born May 7, 1958, in Peru, Indi-

ana to Charley A. "Junior" and Judy (McKinley) Smelser. Charley married Lynne M. 

(Smith) Hansen on December 18, 2016, in Kokomo and she survives.   

Charley retired from Chrysler in 2020. He was a member of the Howard Masonic 

Lodge #93 in Kokomo and currently Master of the Walton Masonic Lodge #423 in Wal-

ton. He was also a former member of the Scottish Rite Valley of Indianapolis, F.&A.M. 

Charley enjoyed playing pickleball as often as he could, traveling, with trips to Hawaii 

and, more recently, Scotland. He loved farming, tractors, and auto racing, but the 

most important thing in life was his family. He was a devoted husband, dad, papaw, 

son, and brother.  

Surviving family include his wife Lynne Smelser of Kokomo; his mother, Judy Smelser 

of Galveston, his children, Samantha (Shawn) Scott of Delphi; Amanda Verdusco of 

Marion; Kayla Smelser, of Converse; Michael Smelser of Kokomo; stepchildren, Aman-

da (Jeremy) Hight of Kentucky; Josh Hansen of Galveston; and stepdaughter in law, 

Tressie Hansen of Walton. Charley is also survived by his grandchildren, Zac and Abby 

Scott of Camden and Colton and Cora Scott of Delphi. Surviving step-grandchildren include Emma, Cash, Charlotte 

and Hazel Hight; and Meela Hansen. Charley is also survived by two brothers, Daniel Smelser of Galveston, and Ernie 

(Nancy) Smelser of Flora, and brother-in-law, Ray Smith. Charley also leaves behind his companion and special buddy 

Barney. He is preceded in death by his father, grandparents, and stepson, Kent Hansen.  

Services were held January 26, 2023  



 

 

Angola Lodge #236  
 
Angola Lodge collected 532 pars of new or slightly 

used socks to distribute to local groups at Turning 

Point, Project Help and Women in Transaction. 

Northeast Indiana Masonic Newsletter 

Ft. Wayne Scottish Rite Scholarships  
 
The Abbot Scholarship is available with the following 

qualifications: 

1.Must be from a family with a Mason in good standing 

2.Be a High School Senior—minimum 2.075 grade av-

erage our of 4.00 

3.A student from a deceased Mason is eligible 

4.Application due May 1, 2023 

The Nursing Scholarship is available with the following 

qualifications: 

1.Student enrolled in a nursing program 

2.Graduate of a High School in Ft. Wayne Scottish Val-

ley County 

3.Demonstrate need 

4.Family does not need to be connected to a family 

member in Masonry. 

5.Application due March 1, 2023. 

Contact the Scottish Rite Office or 

Paul Friend for more information. 

 

Northeast Indiana Masonic Newsletter 

2023 Officers  
 
Congratulations to the 2023 officers of Pokagon 

Shrine Club. 

Northeast Indiana Masonic Newsletter 

 

Happy 

Valentine’s 

Day  

To all our 

Lovely 

Ladies  

mailto:pifriend67@yahoo.com


 

 

Union Village Lodge  

 

On January 26, Union Village Lodge #545, had a great 

turn out of 46 brothers who came for Michael W and 

his EA Degree. 

Union Village Lodge No. 

545 Free and Accepted 

Masons Facebook 

In Memory 

Irving Bressie of 

Crawfordsville 

passed away Mon-

day morning at 

Franciscan Health of 

Crawfordsville.  He 

was 96. 

Irving was a 50-year 

member of the 

Montgomery Coun-

ty Lodge #50 where he served as Past Master.  He was 

a 50-year member of York Rite as well as a Past Mas-

ter.  He was Past High Priest of Montgomery County 

Shrine and Past Patron of Eastern Star.  He was also a 

member of Scottish Rite.  He was a faithful member of 

Christ United Methodist Church for many years.  

Irving worked 30 years with Conrail Railroad and had a 

life-long interest in trains.  He served his country in the 

U. S. Navy. 

Born March 2, 1926 in Wellington, Illinois, he was the 

son of Samuel Eston Bressie and Daisy Blanche Cauble 

Bressie.  He graduated from Charlottesville High 

School in Charlottesville, Indiana, class of 1947.  He 

married Mary Addison Bressie Sept. 30, 1951 in 

Greenfield, Indiana.  She passed away May 12, 2019. 

Visitation was held on Friday, February 3 at Burkhart 

Funeral Home, with Eastern Star services, followed by 

Masonic Rites.  He was laid to rest at Oak Hill Ceme-

tery North. 

Donations in memory of Irving Bressie can be made to 

Christ United Methodist Church, 909 E. Main Street, 

Crawfordsville, IN 47933.  Online condolences may be 

made at www.BurkhartFH.com. 

Share with Us  
 

Does your Lodge, Star, Chapter, Council or Com-

mandery, etc. have an upcoming event that we 

can put on the calendar?  Are having a fish fry 

or chili cookoff that you ’d like to advertise?  

Did you just have a degree and you took pic-

tures?  Did someone in your lodge just get an 

Award of Gold?  Let us cele-

brate with you!  Send your 

pictures, upcoming events, 

flyers, birthdays, etc. to 

Monica. 

Job’s Daughters  

 

On January 31, Bethel #121 got together for dinner 

and showed of their new shirts. 

Indiana Job’s Daughters Facebook 

mailto:monipaints4u@yahoo.com


 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

Linton Lodge 

Congratulations to the newest members of Linton 
Lodge.  Five new brothers completed their Fellow 
Craft degree on January 27. 

Linton Masonic Lodge #560 Facebook 

Share with Us  
 

Does your Lodge, Star, Chapter, Council or Com-

mandery, etc. have an upcoming event that we 

can put on the calendar?  Are having a fish fry or 

chili cookoff that you ’d like to advertise?  Did 

you just have a degree and you took pictures?  

Did someone in your lodge 

just get an Award of Gold?  

Let us celebrate with you!  

Send your pictures, upcom-

ing events, flyers, birthdays, 

etc. to Monica. 

2023 Officers 

Congratulations to the 2023 officers of the John-

son County Shrine Club whom were installed on 

January 28. 

Johnson County Shrine Clube Facebook 

Terra Haute Chapter #11 

On January 30, Terre Haute Chapter #11 had four 

candidates for the Past Master and Most Excellent 

Master Degrees. 

Monarch’s Ball 

The Monarch’s ball was held on January 28 

where Joe Scanland and the 2023 Officers of 

the Sahara Grotto were installed. 

Information 

and photos 

from multiple 

Facebook posts 
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Knight York Cross of Honor 

On January 28, the Robert A. Wood Priory #62, Knight York Cross of Honor, met at The Seasons in Nashville to hold 
their Installation of 2023 Officers.  Congratulations to outgoing Mark Baker and best wishes to incoming Eminent Prior 
Rodney Mann.  Congratulations to Larry Gray on receiving his 50 year award from Covenant General KYCH—very well 
deserved! 

Randal P Ellington Facebook 

Newby-Avery-Vaught 

Sir Knights and Ladies,  

The Newby –  Avery – Vaught annual banquet was 
held at The Seasons Lodge in Nashville on January 
14th with a fantastic dinner with over 80 Sir Knights 
and Ladies in attendance.  After dinner our Sir 
Knights gave the Traditional Toasts with wonderful 
responses that were given especially for Sir Knight 
Leonidas Perry Newby, PEGM and Sir Knight 

Willard Meredith Avery, PEGM.  The Toast from Sir Knight Rodney Mann in 
honor of Sir Knight Duane Lee Vaught, PEGM was received by Sir Knight 
Vaught, himself, who gave a wonderful response, in not only his own 
words, but with a donation to our Permanent Fund from his Triennial Committee.  As Sir Knight Phil Whisner, REGC 
received the check, he then presented Sir Knight Vaught, PEGM with a completed lapel pin in honor of his donation.   

If you are interested in becoming a Newby –  Avery 
– Vaught Fellow or your Commandery sponsoring a 
Chair, please contact Sir Knight Ed Fodrea, Grand 
Recorder at in.grandrecorder@gmail.com.    

Randal Elling-
ton, VEDGC 

mailto:in.grandrecorder@gmail.com


 

 

Arch of Steel 

Sir Knight Richard L. Lentz, Most Worshipful Grand 
Master of the Grand Lodge Free and Accepted Ma-
sons of Indiana who is also a Sir Knight of Apollo 
Commandery #19 was received under an Arch of 
Steel at the Grand Lodge of Indiana’s Founders Day 
on January 7th.   The Lines were formed by over 20 
Sir Knights and MWGM Lentz was escorted under an 
Arch of Steel by Sir Knight Philip Whisner, REGC. 

 
Pictures by 

Stephen 

Kroman 

Ritual Competition 

Ritual Competition at Grand Conclave 

….are you ready? 
Dear Sir Knights, 

We are pleased to announce that we will again have a 
Ritual Competition in 2023. 

At this year’s Annual Conclave of the Grand Commandery, 
you will have a chance to show your ritualistic skills by 
participating in the Indiana Grand Commandery Ritual 
Competition. The Ritual Competition is currently 
scheduled to be held on Sunday, April 23rd, time 3:00 pm. 

This competition will be based on your ritual accuracy and 
delivery. 

We will continue to offer the Prelate’s address, Junior 
Warden’s address, Ode to the Skull and Sword 
presentation. New additions to this year’s competition 
will be the Flag lecture and a portion of the Warder’s part.  

Registration forms must be in by Monday, April 3rd 2023 
by mail or email. 765-376-2734 
Joseph.sparks86@gmail.com, 564 Gettysburg, Coatesville, 
IN. 46121. Online registration is also available: https://
www.inglmarketing.com/event-details/indiana-knights-
templar-grand-commandry-ritual-competition.    (Date 
and Time of Competition may change and will be 
communicated if it is different from above) 

Courteously, 
Joseph Sparks, GCG,  Chairman 

Edward Fodrea, PGC, GR 
Michael Robbins, PGC, GIG 

Ritual Competition Committee 
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