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   Warrant from W. B.  Hubbard, General Grand Master of the General Grand 

    Encampment, of the United States, to form a State Grand Encampment for 

               the  State  of  Indiana  was  dated  at  Columbus,  Ohio,  on  April  24, 1854. 

 

 

    The Grand Encampment (now Commandery) for the State of Indiana was  

    formed and organized at Indianapolis, Indiana, on May 16, 1854, by the 

    following four Commanderies:   Raper No.1;   Baldwin No. 2;   Lafayette  

                No. 3; and Fort Wayne No. 4.                

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

APPROVAL OR DISAPPROVAL OF REPORTS 

 
All reports contained in the Proceedings of the 154th Annual Conclave of the Grand Commandery, 

Knights Templar, were approved unless otherwise indicated or explained. 
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INDIANA PAST GRAND COMMANDERS  

(Living and affiliated as of May 1, 2008) 
 

Willard M. Avery, (9) GCT, PGM ............................................................................ 1956-57 

628 N Meridian Rd; Apt 103, Greenfield, IN 46140 

Res. Ph. (765) 345-5345; 
 

K. Edwin Applegate, (63) KCT, PDC ....................................................................... 1969-70 

509 S Swain, Bloomington, IN 47401 (Betty) 

Res. Ph.  (812) 332-7172; Bus Ph. (812) 339-1655; 
 

Walter P. Worland, (39) KCT .................................................................................... 1970-71 

730 W Main St, Greenfield, IN 46140 

Res. Ph. (765) 462-2106; 
 

Omar E. Hager, (58) KCT ......................................................................................... 1971-72 

400 Logan St # B7, Rushville, IL 62681 

Res. Ph. (217) 322-6711; 
 

James S. De Mond (4) KGC, PDC ............................................................................ 1975-76 

5822 Port Royal, Fort Wayne, IN 46815 (Pat) 

Res. Ph. (219) 483-7440; E-Mail: jsdemo1@aol.com 
 

R. Frank Williams (15) KCT, HPDC ........................................................................ 1977-78 

105 N Main St, Fort Branch, IN 47648 (Gracie) 

Res. Ph. (812) 753-3135; Fax (812) 753-4043; E-Mail: rfrank@evansville.net 
 

Robert E. Price (6) KGC, HPDC ............................................................................... 1978-79 

407 W 27th St, Connersville, IN 47331 (Nancy) 

Res. Ph. (765) 825-1008; E-Mail: pgpkgc@verizon.net 
 

Ronald Tungett (31) KCT .......................................................................................... 1982-83 

4239 Lake Chapin, Berrien Springs, MI 49103 (Pat)  

Res. Ph. (616) 473-4010; E-Mail: rtungett@parrett.net 
 

Kenneth E. Gibson (4) KCT ...................................................................................... 1983-84 

1335 N Butler Ave, Indianapolis, IN 46219 (Rita) 

Res. Ph. (317) 359-5717; E-Mail: gibsonpgc@aol.com 
 

Ronald D. Simpson (36) KCT ................................................................................... 1984-85 

323 E Main St, Greentown, IN 46936 (Jean) 

Res. Ph. (765) 628-7674; E-Mail: rsim780194@sbcglobal.net 
 

Herbert G. Roach (20) KCT ...................................................................................... 1985-86 

11995 E 975 N, Odon, IN 47562 (Loretta) 

Res. Ph. (812) 636-4071; E-Mail: hroach@rtccom.net 

 

Paul W. Friend (45) KCT .......................................................................................... 1988-89 

1243 S Golden Lake Rd, Angola, IN 46703 (Inger) 

Res. Ph. (219) 665-7259; E-Mail: pifriend67@yahoo.com 

mailto:jsdemo1@aol.com
mailto:rtungett@parrett.net
mailto:rsim780194@sbcglobal.net
mailto:pifriend67@yahoo.com


Grand Commandery, Knights Templar of Indiana 

5 

INDIANA PAST GRAND COMMANDERS (continued)  

(Living and affiliated as of May 1, 2008) 

 

John V. Stevens (36) KCT ......................................................................................... 1989-90 

3500 Robin Dr, Kokomo, IN 46902 (Becky) 

Res. Ph. (765) 452-9492; E-Mail:  jvrsstevens@insightbb.com 

 

Steven J. Barton (9) KCT, PDC................................................................................. 1990-91 

333 N 600 E, Greenfield, IN 46140 (Sherry) 

Res. Ph. (317) 462-9592; E-Mail: ss.barton@comcast.net 

 

Dwight E. Lanman, Jr. (45) KCT .............................................................................. 1991-92 

1735 S Golden Lake Rd, Angola, IN 46703 (Alberta) 

Res. Ph. (219) 665-6643; E-Mail: delnala73@wmconnect.com 

 

Peter T. Zivanovich (58) KCT ................................................................................... 1993-94 

6418 Park Lake Cir, Boynton, FL 33437 (Lee) 

Res. Ph. (561) 734-6097 

 

Duane Stucker (2) KCT ............................................................................................. 1994-95  

2137 Ashford Pl, Shelbyville, IN 46176 (Mary) 

Res. Ph. (765) 398-6726; E-Mail: dmstucker163@comcast.net 

 

James W. Prairie (63) KCT ....................................................................................... 1997-98 

PO Box 562, Morgantown, IN 46160 (Faye) 

Res. Ph. (812) 597-5536; E-Mail: jamesprairie@hotmail.com 
 

Robert J. Frazer (8) KCT ........................................................................................... 1998-99 

3208 NW ñCò St, Richmond, IN 47374 (Nancy) 

Res. Ph. (765) 966-5684; E-Mail: bobnancyfrazer@aol.com 
 

Henry E. LaHurreau (4) KCT .................................................................................... 1999-00 

5458 E 500 S, Columbia City, IN 46725 (Beverly) 

Res. Ph. (260) 271-4191; E-Mail: hanknbev@centurylink.net 

 

Irvin L. Bitting (3) KCT ............................................................................................ 2000-01 

PO Box 253, Roselawn, IN 46372 (Doris) 

Res. Ph. (219) 987-3713; E-Mail: irvdor@netnitco.net  

 

Duane L. Vaught (25) GCT ....................................................................................... 2001-02 

7850 Thames Dr, Bloomington, IN 47408 (Georgia) 

Res. Ph. (812) 935-7852; E-Mail; dlvaught@stampflicpa.com 

 

T. Jeffery Conquest (57) KGC ................................................................................... 2002-03 

1903 Somersworth Dr, San Jose, CA 95124 (Cheryl) 

Res. Ph. (408) 826-9737; E-Mail: jconquest@comcast.net  

 

 

  

mailto:ss.barton@comcast.net
mailto:jamesprairie@hotmail.com
mailto:bobnancyfrazer@aol.com
mailto:irvdor@netnitco.net
mailto:jconquest@comcast.net
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INDIANA PAST GRAND COMMANDERS (continued)  

(Living and affiliated as of May 1, 2008) 

 

George A. Ingles, Jr. (65) KCT ................................................................................. 2003-04 

3601 N Vienna Woods Dr, Muncie IN 47304 (Karen) 

Res. Ph. (765) 284-1557; E-mail: ginglespgc@comcast.net 

 

Ronald L. Ellis (14) KCT .......................................................................................... 2004-05 

5245 Navajo Ct, Columbus, IN 47203 (Beverly) 

Res. Ph. (812) 378-4345; E-mail: commander2004@comcast.net 

 

Lawrence V. Kaminsky (41) KCT ............................................................................. 2005-06 

3516 Duluth Pl, Highland, IN 46322 (Janet) 

Res. Ph. (219) 923-2890; E-Mail: larrykhome@aol.com  

 

Rodney A. Mann (2) KCT ......................................................................................... 2006-07 

902 Oak Park Dr., Shelbyville, IN (Malia) 

Res. Ph. (317) 398-7768; E-mail: preble33@comcast.net 

 

Harrison E. Lackey (67) KCT, KTCH, HPGC 1999 

1514 Ridgeview Dr, Indianapolis, IN 46219 (Zelma) 

Res. Ph. (317) 352-1929; E-mail: glackey357@aol.com 

 

George D. Kivett, Jr.  (1) KCT, KTCH, HPGC ......................................................... 2006 

3201 W Minnesota Street, Indianapolis, IN 46241-5109 (Martha) 

Res. Ph. (317) 241-3394; E-Mail: gdandmakivett@aol.com  

 

 

mailto:ginglespgc@comcast.net
mailto:commander2004@comcast.net
mailto:larrykhome@aol.com
mailto:preble33@comcast.net
mailto:glackey357@aol.com
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INSPECTING OFFICER  

SIR KNIGHT DUANE L. VAUGHT  

RIGHT EMINENT GRAND CAPTAIN GENERAL,  

OF THE GRAND ENCAMPMENT,  

KNIGHTS TEMPLAR, UNITED STATES OF AMERICA,  

GRAND MASTER OF FREE AND ACCEPTED MASONS 

IN THE STATE OF INDIANA  
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SIR KNIGHT  DUANE L. VAUGHT, GCT, PGC  

Right Eminent Grand Captain General  

Most Worshipful Grand Master of Masons in Indiana 

Duane L. Vaught, the 157th Grand Master of Indiana, was born February 17, 1956 in 

Crawfordsville, Indiana, the first of three sons of Lloyd E Vaught and Loretta Maxine Vaught. 

He graduated from North Montgomery High School and from Indiana University, the latter 

with a Bachelors of Science degree in Accounting. During college he was in Air Force ROTC 

becoming Cadet Major. He was baptized and confirmed as a member of the Methodist Church. 

In December 2000 married Georgia Jean Nagai Goode. M.W. Brother Vaught has two 

brothers, Dale and Glen, both residing in Indiana. Georgia has a sister, Gloria, living in Atlanta 

Georgia.  

Duane Vaught began his professional career with a national accounting firm in its Indianapolis 

office, during which time he passed the CPA exam and was licensed as a Certified Public 

Accountant. He subsequently moved to a large local accounting firm in Bloomington Indiana. 

He advanced in that firm to the level of partner. Since 1995 He has been vice-president of 

Stampfli Associates, CPAs, P. C., which has grown to be one of the largest accounting firms in 

Bloomington, Indiana. Although he works with individuals and many kinds of businesses, not-

for-profit entities are one of his primary specialties. He served as president of his chapter of 

Kiwanis, is a member of the American Institute of Certified Public Accountants, Indiana State 

CPA Society and the Bloomington Chapter of the Institute of Management Accountants, in 

which last organization he served several years as Vice-president for Professional Education. 

Duane Vaught began his Masonic career on April 30, 1971 when he was initiated into 

Montgomery Chapter of the Order of DeMolay. In DeMolay he served as Master Councilor of 

his Chapter, Illustrious Knight Commander of DeMolay Order of Knighthood in Indiana and 

two years as an appointed officer of the DeMolay State Council. He has received the DeMolay 

honors of Representative DeMolay, Chevalier, and Legion of Honor (Active) 

Brother Vaught was initiated an Entered Apprentice in Crawfordsville on March 21, 1977, and 

raised to the degree of Master Mason 49 days later after previously receiving the degree of 

Fellowcraft. He served as Worshipful Master of Spencer Lodge no. 95 in 1993 during which 

year the lodge received the Grand Master´s Award with Distinction. He has also served as 

Worshipful Master of Dwight L. Smith Lodge of Research. Vaught received the degrees of 

Royal Arch Masonry, Cryptic Masonry and the Orders of Chivalric Masonry on October 22, 

1977 in a festival, held in Muncie, in honor of then presiding Most Eminent Grand Master, 

Willard M. Avery. He Served as High Priest of Crawfordsville Chapter No. 40 and Illustrious 

Master of Montgomery Council No. 34 in 1983. In 1995 he was appointed as Grand 

Representative of the Grand Chapter of Oregon near Indiana. 

Sir Knight Vaught served as Eminent Commander of Crawfordsville Commandery No. 25 in 

1981 and 1982 and has received the Distinguished Service, Knight Commander of the Temple, 

and Knight Grand Cross of the Temple awards. He is Grand Representative of the Grand 

Commandery of Illinois near Indiana and also holds memberships in Bloomington 

Commandery No. 63 and St Anselm Commandery UD. He holds honorary memberships in 

several other Grand Commanderies. He served ten years as an officer of the Grand 

Commandery Knights 
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 SIR KNIGHT DUANE L. VAUGHT, GCT, PGC  

(Continued) 

Templar of Indiana culminating in serving as the 140th Right Eminent Grand Commander of 

the Grand Commandery Knights Templar of Indiana in 2001 - 2002. Sir Knight Vaught is also 

serving on the finance committee of the Grand Encampment Knights Templar of the USA. 

Brother Vaught is a Past Governor of Banks of the Wabash York Rite College No. 72 and has 

received the Gold Honor Award and Order of the Purple Cross. He is a Past Excellent Chief of 

Indiana Council No. 15, Knight Masons and Past Director General of Indianapolis Preceptory, 

Yeomen of York. In the Allied Masonic Degrees he is a Past Sovereign Master of St. Bernard 

de Clairvaux Council 256, as well Past Commander Noah and Past Supreme Ruler of the 

Secret Monitor. He is a Knight Commander of the Red Branch of Eri and currently serves as 

Secretary of his council. 

Brother Vaught is currently serving as an officer of St Basil Conclave, Red Cross of 

Constantine and St Andrew Tabernacle XXXV Holy Royal Arch Knight Templar Priests He is 

a member IX degree, Knight Grand Cross of Indiana College, Masonic Societas Rosicruciana 

in Civitatibus Foederatis, MSCRIF, and serves as Treasurer General of the High Council, 

MSCRIF of the United States. 

He is a member of J. Herbert Nichols and Robert A. Woods Priories of KYCH, Terre Haute 

Valley, Ancient Accepted Scottish Rite, Royal Order of Scotland, Murat Shrine AAONMS, 

Sahara Grotto MOVPER, Knights of Pythias, Grand College of Rites, Order of Knights 

Preceptor, Indiana Past Commanders Association, Goose and Tater, and Royal Order of 

Zanzibar. In 2005 he was crowned a Sovereign Grand Inspector General, 33o. He is a Grand 

Cross of the Royal Society of Knights Occidental and an Honorary Kentucky Colonel. 

Most Worshipful Grand Master Roger S. VanGorden appointed Duane as Junior Grand 

Deacon of the Grand Lodge in May of 2002. Brother Vaught was later appointed as the Grand 

Representative of the Grand Lodge of Oregon near Indiana. In 2003 he was appointed Senior 

Grand Deacon by Most Worshipful Grand Master James L. Chesney of Ellettsville. In 2004, 

2005 and 2006 he was elected to each successive office and on Wednesday, May 16, 2007 was 

invested with the purple of the fraternity as the 157th Grand Master of the Grand Lodge Free 

and Accepted Masons of the State of Indiana.  

Sir Knight Vaught was appointed Right Eminent Grand Captain General, Grand Encampment 

Knights Templar of the USA on August 29, 2007 by Sir Knight William Koon II, Grand 

Master and was elected to remain in the office of Grand Captain General of the Grand 

Encampment at the 64th Triennial Conclave, August 2009, in Roanoke Virginia.  

 

 

 

 

 

  



Grand Commandery, Knights Templar of Indiana 

10 

SIR KNIGHT FRANKLIN  COOPER BONER, K.C.T. 

EAST CENTRAL DEPARTMENT COMMANDER  

GRAND ENCAMPMENT OF KNIGHTS TEMPLAR OF THE U.S.A.  
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SIR KNIGHT FRANKLIN  COOPER BONER, K.C.T. 

East Central Department Commander  
  

CIVIL AND PROFESSIONAL RECORD  
Sir Knight Franklin Cooper Boner was born on October 22, 1939 in Bellville, Ohio; he is the eldest 

child of Walter Cooper and Anna M. Boner. He graduated from Johnsville High School in 1957, and 

earned a Bachelor of Science degree in Management from Park College, Parkville, Missouri in 1984. 

He was employed as a Management Analyst at the Newark Air Force Base, retiring in 1993 following 

30 years of service. He served in the United States Navy 1957 -1960, and US Naval Reserves, retiring 

December 7, 1997. On May 27, 2000 he was united in marriage with Betty L. Jones. Frank and Betty 

have 4 children and 5 grandchildren and I great grandson. Frank is a member of several Genealogical 

Societies, and is a past treasurer of the Licking County Society. Frank is a member of the Benjamin 

Franklin Chapter of the National Society of the Sons of the American Revolution. Frank is a member 

of the Christ United Methodist Church, Newark, Ohio, where he is a member of the Finance 

Committee, Administrative  

  

MASONIC RECORD  
Worshipful Brother Boner began his Masonic Career in Center Lodge No. 86 F & AM, Johnstown, 

Ohio. He was raised January 6, 1965, and served as Worshipful Master in 1972. He was elected 

Secretary in 1990, an office he still holds.  

He was Exalted in Gilead Chapter No. 59, RAM, Mt. Gilead, Ohio, on May 27, 1968, High Priest in 

1971; receiving the Order of High Priesthood in 1971. He served as their Secretary from 1971 thru 

1982. He was a member of Warren Chapter No.6, Newark, Ohio, served as High Priest in 1984, and 

Secretary from 1985 thru 1986. He served as District Deputy Grand High Priest of the 14th Capitular 

District from 1986 thru 1989. He is presently a member of Clinton Chapter No. 26, Mt. Vernon, Ohio 

serving as High Priest in 1998. He was appointed Grand Representative to the Grand Chapter RAM of 

Ireland near the Grand Chapter RAM of Ohio. He is a member of the Chapter of Research of the 

Grand Chapter RAM of Ohio.  

He was received and acknowledged in Kinsman Council No. 76; Mt. Vernon, Ohio served as 

Illustrious Master in 1974, and received the Order of the Silver Trowel in 1974.  

He was knighted on March 6, 1971 in Clinton Commandery No.5, of Mt. Vernon, Ohio serving as 

Eminent Commander in 1979 and holds plural memberships in Mt. Vernon Commandery No.1, 

DeMolay Commandery No.9, St. Luke's Commandery No. 34, and St. George's Commandery No. 76. 

He served as President and Secretary of the 5th Division C.T.A., as well as Deputy Division 

Commander 1984-1986. Sir Knight Richard A. Meacham, KCT, PGC, appointed him Grand Sentinel 

in 1992. He was appointed Grand Representative to the Grand Commandery of Virginia near the 

Grand Commandery of Ohio in 1992.  

Invested with the rank and dignity of Knight Commander of the Temple in 2000, Grand Master 

William Jackson Jones appointed him to the Committee on Competitive Drill for the 2003 Triennium. 

He was elected a member of Ohio Priory No. 18, Knights of the York Cross of Honor in November 

1979.  

Frank is a member of the Ancient Accepted Scottish Rite, Valley of Columbus, where he has been an 

active participant in the Licking County Scottish Rite Club. Over the years they have conferred the 9th, 

10th, and 11th degrees, of which Frank has taken major parts. Frank was elected to receive the Thirty-

Third and Last Degree of the Ancient Accepted Scottish Rite of Freemasonry at St. Louis in 

September 2003. He is a member of Aladdin Temple Shrine of Columbus, as well as Baldwin and 

Newark Shrine Clubs and a member of Teheran Grotto, Newark, Ohio.  

Frank is a Founder of Morrow Chapter Order of DeMolay in November 1973, and served as Chairman 

of the Advisory Council, and served as Deputy Governor 1973-1976, and received the Honorary 
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(Continuation of Sir Knight Boner)  

 

 Legion of Honor from the International Supreme Council of the Order of DeMolay. He is a past Dean 

of Ohio Preceptory Order of DeMolay.  

He is a member of the Royal Order of Scotland, and also a member of Galilean Tabernacle No XXIII, 

Grand College of America Holy Royal Arch Knights Templar Priests. He is a member of Centennial 

York Rite College No. 87, and the Thomas Smith Webb York Rite College. He was elected to receive 

the "Order of the Purple Cross" at the 2003 General Assembly of the York Rite Sovereign College of 

North America. Frank is a Charter member of Charlemagne Conclave of the Red Cross of 

Constantine, and a member of Ohio College MSRICF, and was elevated to the VIII Grade in 2001, 

and is also a member of Galilean Council Knight Masons of Ireland.  

In Washington D.C., he belongs to the Grand College of Rites, and the Royal Society of Knights 

Occidental. Frank is a member of Frank H. Nicklaus Council No. 208 Allied Masonic Degrees, 

serving as Sovereign Master in 2001, and receiving the Red Branch of Eri in 2001. He is presently 

serving as the Secretary of Peter J. Copeland Council No. 408 AMD, at Johnstown, Ohio. Frank was 

appointed Grand Secretary of the Grand Council of Allied Masonic Degrees of the United States of 

America in April 2001, and in February 2002 was unanimously elected to that office.  

Frank is a member of Knox and Hanover Chapters of the Order of the Eastern Star, and is a member of 

the Shepherds of the Order of the White Shrine of Jerusalem. He is also a member of Columbus Court 

No. 58, Order of the Amaranth and a member of the Franklin County Memorial Lodge.  
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GRAND ENCAMPMENT, K.T., U.S.A.  

2006-2009 GRAND ENCAMPMENT OFFICERS 
 

William H. Koon, II (Elizabeth)............................................................................... M. E. Grand Master 

7200 Slabtown Road, Columbus Grove, OH 45830; Res. Ph. (419) 641-5572 
 

David D. Goodwin (Marcia)éé................................................................... R.E. Deputy Grand Master 

11509 Campus Drive, Vestal, NY 13850-4036 (607)723-8072 
 

Sid Cornelius Dorris, III (Sherry)éééééééééééé.éééééR.E. Grand Generalissimo  

2007 Brenthaven, Mt Juliet, TN 37122-8244 (615) 758-5522 
 

Duane Lee Vaught (Georgia)éé..éééééééééé.éééééR.E. Grand Captain General  

7850 Thames Drive, Bloomington, IN 47408 (812) 935-7852 
 

James McCrorry Wilson, Jréééé.................................................................... R.E. Grand Treasurer 

P.O. Box 666, Floydada, TX 79235-0666 Res. Ph. (806) 983-3114 
 

Lawrence E. Tucker (Judy)......................................................................................R.E. Grand Recorder 

5909 West Loop South, Ste: 495, Bellaire, TX 77401-2402; Bus. Ph. (713) 349-8700 
 

Robert J. Cave (Lois)éééé...................................................................................R.E. Grand Prelate 

Ridge, NY 
 

Franklin C. Boner (Betty)..............................................................R.E. Department Commander, E.C.D. 

10866 Butler Rd, Newark, OH 43055-8852; Res. Ph. (740) 328-4035 
 

 

 

Most Eminent Past Grand Masters 
 

Willard M. Avery     (1976-79) 

Ned E. Dull      (1982-85) 

Donald H. Smith     (1985-88) 

William H. Thornley, Jr.    (1991-94) 

Blair Christy Mayford     (1994-97) 

James Morris Ward     (1997-00) 

William Jackson Jones    (2000-03) 

Kenneth Bernard Fischer    (2003-06) 

 

 

Most Eminent Honorary Past Grand Masters 

 

Charles R. Neumann   Green Valley, AZ 

Thurman C. Pace, Jr.   Westfield, NJ 

Herbert D. Sledd   Winchester, KY 
 

 

 

Grand Encampment, Knights Templar, U.S.A. 

Triennium August 15-19, 2009 -- Roanoke, VA
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SIR KNIGHT ANDREW RICHARD JACKSON  

GRAND COMMANDER 2007-2008 

PRESIDING 
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BIOGRAPHY OF  

ANDREW RICHARD JACKS ON 

145th RIGHT EMINENT GRAND COMMANDER  

GRAND COMMANDERY, KNIGHTS TEMPLAR OF INDIANA  
 

Andrew Richard Jackson was born in Elkhart, Indiana on April 26, 1948, the only son of Claude 

E. Jackson, Jr. and Jacqueline Jo Jackson. Andrewôs father was a home builder in a four-state area 

centered on Elkhart, Indiana. His mother worked in the Elkhartôs Elementary School system. His mother 

still resides in Elkhart, Indiana. He has one younger sister Kay E. Roy who is married to Steven Roy, the 

city attorney of Ft. Collins, Co. 

Andy graduated from Elkhart High School in 1966 and went on to graduate from Indiana State 

University in 1970 with B.S. degree in education and was a member of the Theta Chi Fraternity while 

studying at ISU. After heading the Industrial Arts Department and teaching at Center Grove High School 

for three years, he took a position as a plumber with R. T. Moore Plumbing Co in 1973 and James T. 

Kellie Plumbing Co in 1975. 

Andy graduated from the United States Department of Labor Apprentice Program in 1975. Nine 

months later Andy started A. R. Jackson Plumbing, Inc and has enjoyed working in the Central Indiana 

area to date.  He received a ñCertificate of Approvalò in September 1999 from the Indiana Department of 

Veterans Affairs due to his support to the agency. He has also been involved as a real estate investor and 

developer.  He has graduated from numerous sales classes and seminars and has also completed a 

Masonic Leadership course from the George Washington National Masonic Memorial, located in 

Washington D.C. 

Jennifer M. Keller, Andyôs only child, was born in 1975 and graduated from Duke University in 

2003 with a PhD. She resides, with her husband Shae, in Charleston, SC working for the United States 

Government in Marine Research. Andy was married to Mary C. Davis in the fall of 2003. Mary C. 

Jackson is employed by the Indiana Masonic Home in Franklin, Indiana, works in Social Services and 

has two sons, Adolph and Gary; and two daughters Joann and Louise. 

Andy enjoys hobbies as a private pilot, explorer, underwater photographer, master scuba diver, 

Harley Davidson motorcyclist and an avid traveler. He owns homes at Lake Lemon, Bloomington, 

Indiana and Puerto Vallarta, Mexico. He is a member of the Clan Sinclair in Scotland. He also restores 

vintage autos. 

Andy started his Masonic career on October 28, 1986 by being raised as Master Mason in 

Greenwood Lodge #514 located in Greenwood, Indiana.  In 1998 Andy affiliated and helped charter 

Century Lodge #764 located in Freemasonôs Hall at Indianapolis, Indiana. He served as Worshipful 

Master of Century Lodge #764 in 2002. 

He was exalted a Royal Arch Mason in Indianapolis Chapter #5 RAM on September 29, 1987, 

served as High Priest in 1996; greeted a Select Master in Indianapolis Council #2 R&SM on April 16 

1988, and served as Illustrious Master in 1999 and 2005. He was created a Sir Knight in Raper 

Commandery No. 1 on October 31, 1988, serving as Raperôs E. Commander in 2000. He is a York Rite 

plural member of the New Albany, Elkhart, and our Indiana Masonic Home York Rite Bodies in Indiana. 

He has also served a High Priest, Illustrious Master and E. Commander of the Greenwood York Rite 

bodies. He is currently serving as Illustrious Master of Ferrell Council No 113. 

Andy was the Vice-President of the Indianapolis Masonic Temple Board for over 18 years. He is 

an active member of the World Class Raper Commandery No 1 Knights Templar Drill Team and a past 

President of the Raper Commandery Drill Corp. Andy is a founding life member Knight Templar of The 

Preceptory and Priory of Bute No 179 located on the Isle of Bute, Scotland, UK. Andy was elected to a 

Fellow membership to Society of Antiquaries of Scotland located within the Royal Museum, Edinburgh, 

Scotland in November 2005. 
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BIOGRAPHY OF ANDREW RICHARD JACKS ON (CONT.) 
 

On April 16, 1988, he was duly greeted a Super Excellent Master in Indianapolis, IN. He was 

made a Noble of Murat Temple, A.A.O.N.M.S. in Indianapolis, IN on December 5, 1987. He was 

regularly admitted into the Indiana Council of Anointed High Priests on April 24, 1996, and received the 

Degree of Thrice Illustrious Master on April 23, 1998. He was inducted a member of the Indiana Past 

Commanders Association on April 25, 1998. On April 18, 1998 he was inducted into the Grand Council 

of Knight Masons, Indiana No. 15 and is currently serving an Officer. On April 24, 1999 he received the 

General Grand Council Cryptic Masons Meritorious Service Award. Also that year, he was awarded the 

General Grand Chapter, International Bronze Award. Andy was also a 1996 recipient of the Indiana 

Grand Chapter RAMôs High Priest of the Year Award.  He has also served as a President of the Group 

7E State York Rite Association.  He also has served as a Grand Council Group/Arch officer for many 

years. 

He holds and serves as a Life member, since April 11, 1997, in the Ancient Accepted Scottish 

Rite Valley of Indianapolis, where he served for many years in the degree work. He now is serving as 

Chairman of the Wardrobe Committee and Chairman of the Historical Committee.  In October of 2005 

he was honored with the Valleyôs Meritorious Service Award. Andy has also been a life member of the 

Royal Order of Scotland since September 23, 1993. He joined the Scottish Rite, Knights of St. Andrews 

in 2005. 

He was inducted a Knight of the York Cross of Honour in Robert A. Woods, Priory No. 62 on 

January 25, 2003 and was awarded the International Order of DeMolay Legion of Honor on November 

2, 2002.   He has served as Recorder of the Yeomen of York, Indianapolis #4 and was elected Honoree 

Director General on November 4, 2006. 

On October 5, 1999 he became a member of Greenwood Chapter #390 Order of Eastern Star; 

and, November 7, 1998 the Sahara Grotto. Andy is an Officer of St. Andrew Tabernacle No. XXXV, 

Holy Royal Arch Knight Templar Priests and a life member of the Indianapolis ï Fort Harrison Chapter 

No. 66 and Indiana Masonic Home Chapter of the National Sojourners, Inc.   

He was elected Grand Junior Warden of the Grand Commandery Knights Templar on April 26, 

2002 in Indianapolis and has progressed through the elected line until being elected the 146th Right 

Eminent Grand Commander, Knights Templar of Indiana. He is a fellow of the Newby-Avery 

Endowment and a graduate and course developer of the Indiana Templar Academy. 

He has been appointed as the Grand Representative from the Grand Lodge of Indiana to Mexico, 

the Indiana Grand Chapter Royal Arch Masons to Kansas, the Indiana Grand Council of Cryptic Masons 

to Scotland and the Indiana Grand Commandery of Knights Templar to Kentucky. 

He is a life member and Past Governor of the Marvin L. Isley #129 York Rite Sovereign College. 

On March 23, 2000 he was presented the Award of Gold from the Sovereign College.  In 2004 he was 

elected to receive the Order of the Purple Cross and received the degree in Little Rock, AR in July of 

2006. 

Andy has also been a member of St. James Conclave, Red Cross of Constantine since 2004. Andy 

became a member of the St. Bartholomew Council #295 Allied Masonic Degrees in April 1998. He 

served as Sovereign Master in 2005. In 2002, Andy helped charter St Martin of Tours AMC Council 

#411.  He is a member of the Grand College of Rites, Masonic Order of Bath, Goosentater No. 101, 

Order of the Quest, Charter member of the Royal Order of Zanzibar, Order of the Garter, Order of Secret 

Monitor, Order of Royal Ark Mariner, and Master of Tyre. He was also ordained into the Order of 

Knight of Constantinople, Knight of St. Patrick, Royal Knight of the Royal Order of Kamehameha.  

He is a Past President of the Indiana Masonic Home High 12 Club and Indianapolis High 12 Club 

where he served as the Charter President. He was commissioned a ñKentucky Colonelò by the Governor 

of the Commonwealth of Kentucky in 1999. 
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BIOGRAPHY OF ANDREW RICHARD  JACKSON  

(CONTINUED ) 
 

Andy was appointed to the Board of Directors of our Indiana Masonic Home in 2002 for three 

years by Grand Master of Masons Roger S. VanGorden and has been asked to continue to serve the 

Board of Director as of today. He was appointed as one of only 4 Regional Ambassadors to the Indiana 

Masonic Home Foundation in 2000. He has served as the Indiana State Director of the Royal Arch 

Research Assistance. He received a membership in the General Grand High Priestôs Keystone Club on 

April 25, 1998. In the fall of 2002, he was appointed the Chairman of the Cryptic Masons Medical 

Research Publicity committee for the General Grand Council Cryptic Masons, International by MPGIM 

Perry Anderson. He is a Grand Commandery Knights Templar Eye Foundation life member. In 2001 he 

help found the Norman L. Brown Masonic Youth Scholarship Foundation where he served as the first 

Treasurer. 

Andy has been a member of the Murat Shrine since December 5, 1987 and has held club 

memberships in Murat Indy 500 Club, Murat Flying Fezzes, Corvette, Murat Kentucky Colonels and 

Murat Past Masters. 

One of Andyôs big pleasures in Masonic life is collection Masonic books and regalia from all 

over the world.  He is acquiring a world class collection of English Past Master, Past Z and Philanthropy 

jewels from the mid 1800ôs to present day. During the Indiana Grand Commandery Knights Templar 150 

year celebration, Andy displayed his Knights Templar jewel collection during the York Rite Grand 

Session. He hopes to home his collection in the Valley of Indianapolis Scottish Rite museum for the 

enjoyment of future members.  Along with this regalia hobby he continues to learn and research about 

Masonic history. He is a founding member of the William St. Clair Masonic Research Internet Lodge 

located at Rosslyn, Scotland. Andy became a fellow of the Society of Antiquaries of Scotland based in 

the Royal Museum in Edinburgh, Scotland in November 2005. He is serving as the W. Master of the 

Dwight L. Smith Lodge UD of Indiana and a life member of the Philalethes Society. He has served the 

York Minister Chapter Philalethes as 2003 President when the chapter hosted the Simi-Annual 

International Meeting in Indianapolis where he was awarded the Philalethes Award of Merit 2003 from 

Nelson King and the Philalethes Society. He is also a life member of the Southern California Research 

Lodge and Quatuor Coronatorumôs, Research Correspondence Circle in London, England.  He is an 

active member of the United Kingdom ñJewels of the Craftò based in central England.  

In his spare time, Andy lectures around Indiana on Masonic Subjects and has created many 

power point programs such as the York Rite Membership Slide Program, the RARA and CMMRF 

donation show programs and was the first lecture for the 2003 Masonic Awareness Lecture Series in Ft. 

Wayne, IN with ñIn the Beginning there might have been Rosslyn Chapel Scotlandò He also works with 

the Masonic Door Program and Masonic Summit for the Grand Lodge of Indiana helping membership in 

Indiana Masonic Lodges. 
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GRAND COMMANDERY OFFICERS  

2007-2008 
 

Andrew R. Jackson (1)  ..................................................................................................Grand Commander 

4082 W. Morgantown Rd., Greenwood, IN 46143 (Mary) 

Res. Ph. (317) 888-9868; E-Mail: arjackson@worldnet.att.net 

 

David M. Bertch (6)  .......................................................................................... Deputy Grand Commander 

102 Seminary St., Liberty, IN 47353 

Res. Ph. (765) 458-5302; E-mail dbertch@uconline.com  

 

Larry W. Brown (32)  .................................................................................................  Grand Generalissimo 

9351 E. 450 S., Selma, IN 47383 (Suanna) 

Res. Ph. (765) 288-0169; E-Mail: lwbrown23@yahoo.com 

 

James L. Dove (12) .................................................................................................. Grand Captain General 

1802 ñLò St., LaPorte, IN (Bonnie) 

Res. Ph. (219) 324-2612; E-Mail: jdovepc@verizon.net  

 

Paul A. Cole (2)  ........................................................................................................ Grand Senior Warden 

1924 S. Riley Hwy., Shelbyville, IN 46176 (Margaret) 

Res. Ph. (317) 398-0298; E-Mail: pcole@lightbound.com  

 

Rex Sohn (39)  ............................................................................................................ Grand Junior Warden 

2838 W Sugarcreek Drive, Greenfield, IN 46140 (Stephanie)  

Res. Ph. (317) 468-0419; E-mail: rexsohn@hotmail.com  

 

Edward Sebring (20)  .............................................................................................................. Grand Prelate 

316 Church Street, Vincennes, IN 47591 (Cindy Rider) 

Res. Ph. (812) 886-4149; E-Mail: edwardsebring@msn.com   

 

Robert J. Frazer, KCT, PGC (8)  ........................................................................................ Grand Treasurer 

3208 N. W. ñCò St., Richmond, IN 47374 (Nancy) 

Res. Ph. (765) 966-5684; E-Mail: bobnancyfrazer@aol.com 

 

Lawrence V. Kaminsky, KCT, PGC (41)  ........................................................................... Grand Recorder 

3516 Duluth P1ace, Highland, IN 46322 (Janet) 

Res. Ph. (219) 923-2890; E-Mail: larrykhome@aol.com  

 

Robert E. Price, KCT, PGC, KGC, HPDC (6)  ................................................... Grand Recorder Emeritus 

PO Box 102, Connersville, IN 47331 (Nancy) 

Res. Ph. (765) 825-1008 E-mail: pgpkgc@verizon.net 

mailto:arjackson@worldnet.att.net
mailto:dbertch@uconline.com
mailto:lwbrown23@yahoo.com
mailto:Stanton@knightstown.net
mailto:edwardsebring@msn.com
mailto:larrykhome@aol.com
mailto:E-mail:%20pgpkgc@verizon.net
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GRAND COMMANDERY OFFICERS  

2007-2008 
(Continued) 

 

 

Harrison E ñGeneò Lackey, KTCH, KCT, HPGC (67)  ............................ Marshal of Grand Commandery 

1514 Ridgeview Drive, Indianapolis, IN 46219 (Zelma) 

Res. Ph. (317) 352-1929 E-Mail: glackey357@aol.com  

 

Irvin L. Bitting KCT, PGC (3)  .............................................................................. Grand Inspector General 

PO Box 253, Roselawn, IN 46372 (Doris) 

Res. Ph. (219) 987-3713; E-Mail: irvdor@netnitco.net  

 

George A. Ingles, Jr. KCT, PGC (65)  ...................................................... Chairman, K. T. Eye Foundation 

3601 N Vienna Woods Drive, Muncie IN 47304 (Karen) 

Res. Ph. (765) 284-1557; E-mail: ginglespgc@comcast.net 

 

 

 

APPOINTED FOR THE GRAND CONCLAVE  

 

 

John W. Logan    ééééééééééééééééééééééééé..éé.Grand Organist

6944 Cross Key Dr, Indianapolis, IN 46268 (Nancy) 

Res Ph. (317) 297-3931; E-mail: jlogansr36@msn.com 

 

Scott G. Inman (41) ...............................................................................................Grand Standard Bearer 

3726 W. 90th St, Merrillville, IN 46140 (Lee) 

Res. Ph. (219) 762-0982; E-mail: sgimm01@aol.com 

 

Phillip W. Crussemeyer (31) ééééééééééééé.éé.éééé..é.Grand Sword Bearer 

24724 Belmar Dr, Elkhart, IN 46517 (Verna) 

Res. Ph. (574)295-1374; E-mail: bulfloat1@aol.com 

 

Wayne A. Williams (1) éééééééééééééééééé.ééééééé..Grand Warder 

3901 Mistletoe Dr, Indianapolis, IN 46237 (Judy) 

Res. Ph. (317) 882-9278; E-mail: waynegwsr@aol.com 

 

Gary A. Sherritze (21) ééééééééééééééééééééééééééGrand Sentinel 

5239 E 1100 S, Amboy, IN 46911 

Res. Ph. (765) 395-7504 

 

 

mailto:glackey357@aol.com
mailto:irvdor@netnitco.net
mailto:ginglespgc@comcast.net
mailto:jlogansr36@msn.com
mailto:sgimm01@aol.com
mailto:bulfloat1@aol.com
mailto:waynegwsr@aol.com
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INDIANA GRAND COMMANDERY DIVISION STRUCTURE  

2007-2008 
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INDIANA GRAND COMMANDERY DIVISION STRUCTURE  

2007-2008 
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INDIANA GRAND COMMANDERY DIVISION STRUCTURE  
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INDIANA GRAND COMMANDERY DIVISION STRUCTURE  
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GRAND COMMANDER'S AIDES  
2007-2008 

 

Jack F. Wallace PC (2) (Shirley) 

8611 N 700 W  

Fountaintown, IN 46130-9792 

Home: (317) 835-4512 

E-Mail: j43600@aol.com 

 

Clarence D. Harter PC (3) (Barbara) 

7109 W. 146th Ave. 

Cedar Lake, IN 46303 

Home: (219) 374-6016 

E-Mail: c1bar2@aol.com 

 

Gregg L. Aitken PC (1) (Judy) 

4150 Mellis Dr 

Indianapolis, IN 46235 

Home: (317) 897-4824 

 

 

Gary A. Nicholson PC (2) (Sally) 

314 N Vine St 

Shelbyville, IN 46176 

(317) 398-4251 

E-Mail: double5@mach1pc.com 

 

 

DEPUTY GRAND COMMANDERôS AIDES 
2007-2008 

 
Phillip W Crussemeyer (31) (Verna) 

24724 Belmar Dr 

Elkhart, IN 46517 

Home: (574) 295-1374 

E-Mail: bulfloat1@aol.com 

 
 

Charles A. Bridenhager (6) (Lillian) 

405 E Union St 

Liberty, IN 47353 

(765) 458-5392 

E-Mail: bride@uconline.com 

AIDES TO THE GRAND INSPECTOR GENERAL  
2007-2008 

 

Wayne A. Sheets, PC (1) (Ginny) 

6410 Regina Dr 

Brownsburg, IN 46112 

(317) 852-5514 

E-Mail: sheets42@msn.com 

 

 

John E. Hylemon, PC (66) (Peg) 

4848 E 1047 N 

DeMotte, IN 46310 

(219) 345-4592 

E-Mail: jhylemon@netnitco.net  

 

OTHER OFFICERS
2007-2008 

 

Lincoln Hamilton (63) 

Grand Sword Sharpener 

PO Box 505 

Morgantown IN 46160 

(812) 537-4042 

E-Mail: pmigm33@yahoo.com 

 

Michael A. Moxley (62) 

Grand Templar Crusader 

2264 Emily Dr 

Indianapolis IN 46260 

(317) 872-8068 

E-Mail: moxleym@mauryboyd.com 

javascript:parent.ComposeTo('j43600@aol.com');
mailto:c1bar2@aol.com
mailto:double5@mach1pc.com
mailto:bulfloat1@aol.com
mailto:bride@uconline.com
mailto:sheets42@msn.com
mailto:pmigm33@yahoo.com
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GRAND OFFICERS 2007-2008 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Front row Left to Right: Bobby Frazer, KCT, PGC, GT; Larry W. Brown, GG; Andrew R. Jackson, GC ; David M. Bertch, DGC; James Dove, GCG;  

Lawrence V. Kaminsky, KCT, PGC, GR 

Back Row Left to Right: Paul A. Cole, SGW; H. E. ñGeneò Lackey, KCT, KTCH, HPGC, GM; Edward Sebring, GP;  

Irvin L. Bitting, KCT, PGC, GIG; Rex Sohn, JGW
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GRAND PRELATES EMERITUS  

 

Thomas C. Patterson...................................................................................... 1984-85 

1405 W. Taylor Street, Kokomo, IN 46901 

 

R. Frank Williams, K.C.T., H.P.D.C., P.G.C................................................ 1985-86 

105 N. Main Street, Fort Branch, IN 47648 (Gracie) 

 

Dennis R. York ............................................................................................. 1990-91 

2132 N. 600 E., Greenfield, IN 46140 (Jennette) 

 

J. William Myers............................................................................................ 1991-92 

1460 E. US 20, Angola, IN 46703 (Ruth) 

 

Robert S. Flint................................................................................................ 1992-93 

535 W. Mulberry Street, Kokomo, IN 46901 

 

William W. Roberts, KTCH.......................................................................... 1993-94 

5880 Grant Place, Merrillville, IN 46410 (Whiz) 

 

Rowland C. Gorman...................................................................................... 1994-95 

11525 N. SR 9, Fountaintown, IN 46130 (Carol) 

 

Gary K. Fentress............................................................................................ 1995-96 

2206 Poindexter Lane, Sellersburg, IN 47172 (Mary Jo) 

 

J. Robert Fiers................................................................................................ 1996-97 

8632 Mariesi Drive, Indianapolis, IN 46278 (Marlene) 

 

Robert C. Childers, KTCH.............................................................................1997-98 

1005 Richland Avenue, Evansville, IN 47711-2811 

 

Vonn G. Hoffman......................................................................................... 1999-2000 

1835 California Avenue, Fort Wayne, IN 46805 (Norma) 
 

Gregory E. Snipes .......................................................................................... 2001-02 

501 Sunset Dr, Noblesville, IN 46060 (Nancy) 

 

James Dimitri ................................................................................................. 2002-03 

8786 Monroe Street, Merrillville, IN 46410 

 

Wayne A. Sheets.............................................................................................2003-04 

6410 Regina Dr., Brownsburg, IN 46112 (Ginny) 

 

James N. Butlerééééééééééééééééééééé..éé 2004-05 

905 Jonesville Rd., Columbus, IN 47201 (Jean) 
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GRAND PRELATES EMERITUS (cont)  

 

Donald L. Borchert ........................................................................................ 2005-06 
88 Oakhurst Drive, Munroe Falls, OH 44262-1124 (Mickey) 

 

Carroll Joe Friend éééééééééééééééééééé..éé 2006-07 

322 S. East St., Greensburg, IN 47240 (Wilma) 

 

Edward Sebring ééééééééééééééééééééééé..2007-08 

316 Church Street, Vincennes, IN 47591 (Cindy Rider) 
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COMM ITTEES 2007-2008 
 

Executive Committee 

Andrew R. Jackson, GC, Chair 

All Elected Grand Officers 

 

Jurisprudence 

Steven J. Barton, PGC, PDC, Chair 

Rodney A. Mann, PGC, Vice Chair 

All Past Grand Commanders 

 

Finance (3) 

George A. Ingles, Jr. PGC, Chair (06-08) 

Lloyd L. Marsh, #6, (04-08) 

Brian D. Harms, BC #3, (04-09) 

Lawrence V. Kaminsky, PGC, GR 

 

Triennial 07-09 (3) 

Willard M. Avery, PGM, Chair 

Lawrence V. Kaminsky, PGC, GR 

David M. Bertch, DGC 

Larry W. Brown, GG 

 

Credentials 

J. Rex Sohn, GJW, Chair 

Duane Stucker, PGC 

Scott G. Inman, BC #1 

Vernon Dearduff, BC #4 

Larry Huffman, #63 

 

Dispensations and Charters 

Kenneth E. Gibson, PGC, Co-Chair 

Henry E. LaHurreau, PGC, Co-Chair 

Dwight E. Lanman, Jr., PGC 

David M. Bertch, DGC 

Larry W. Brown, GG 

 

Visiting Sir Knights & Distinguished Guests 

Willard R. Clutter, Jr., PGC, PDC, Chair 

Robert E. Price, PGC, HPDC, Vice-Chair 

Steven J. Barton, PGC, PDC 

Dwight E. Lanman, Jr., PGC 

Harrison E. Lackey, KCT, KTCH, HPGC 

Paul A. Cole, GSW 

Jerry J. Bruning, BC #8 

Lawrence V. Kaminsky, PGC, GR 

 

 

 

 

Membership/Publicity & Public Relations 

James L. Dove, GCG, Chair 

David M. Bertch, DGC, Vice-Chair 

Paul A. Friend, PGC 

Larry W. Brown, GG 

Paul A. Cole, GSW 

J. Rex Sohn, GJW 

Scott G. Inman, BC #1 

Brian D. Harms, BC #3 

Edwin Board, BC #6 

Michael Moxley, #62, G.T. Crusader 

 

Long Range Planning 

David M. Bertch, DGC, Chair 

James L. Dove, GCG, Vice-Chair 

Willard R. Clutter, Jr., PGC, PDC 

Robert J. Frazer, PGC, GT 

Larry W. Brown, GG 

Paul A. Cole, GSW 

Michael Moxley, #62, G.T. Crusader 

Lawrence V. Kaminsky, PGC, GR 

 

KT Eye Foundation (5) 

Rodney A. Mann, PGC, Chair (04-11) 

George A. Ingles, Jr. PGC, V.C.M. (04-12) 

William D. Everhart, #50 (03-08) 

Ronald L. Ellis, PGC, (05-09) 

Robert J. Frazer, PGC, GT, (05-10) 

Lawrence V. Kaminsky, PGC, GR 

 

Educational Foundation (6) 

Steven J. Barton, PGC, PDC, Chair (05-11) 

Kenneth E. Gibson, PGC, (04-08) 

K. Edwin Applegate, PGC, PDC 

Henry E. LaHurreau, PGC 

Robert J. Frazer, PGC, GT 

Lawrence V. Kaminsky, PGC, GR 

 

Tellers 

Rodney A. Mann, PGC, Chair 

Duane Stucker, PGC 

Harold Black, BC #2 

Marvin Ramsay, BC #7 
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Masonic Youth 

Paul A. Cole, GSW, Chair 

Henry E. LaHurreau, PGC, Vice-Chair 

A. Ernie Ball, #50 

Larry G. Huffman, #63 

 

Life Membership 

Paul W. Friend, PGC, Chair 

Duane Stucker, PGC 

John V. Stevens, PGC 

Lawrence V. Kaminsky, PGC, GR 

 

Easter Sunrise Service 

Irvin L. Bitting, PGC, GIG, Chair 

Ed Sebring, GP, DBC #8 

Robert J. Frazer, PGC, GT 

 

Templar Education 

Rodney A. Mann, PGC, Chair 

Ronald L. Ellis, PGC 

Paul A. Cole, GSW 

Brian Harms, BC #3 

Marvin Ramsay, BC #7 

Michael Moxley, #62, G.T. Crusader 

 

Information Technology 

Lawrence V. Kaminsky, PGC, GR 

Vernon Dearduff, BC #4 

 

Indiana KT Website 

James W. Prairie, PGC, Co-Chair 

Vernon Dearduff, BC #4, Co-Chair 

 

KT Supplement Editor 

Edward Sebring, GP, DBC #8 

 

Grievances & Appeals 

Duane L. Vaught, PGC, Chair 

Robert E. Price, PGC, HPDC, Co-Chair 

James S. De Mond, PGC, PDC 

John V. Stevens, PGC 

 

Unfinished Business 

Paul A. Cole, GSW, Chair 

Peter T. Zivanovich, PGC 

Walter P. Worland, PGC 

J. Rex Sohn, GJW 

 

 

Necrology 

Edward Sebring, GP, DBC #8, Chair 

R. Frank Williams, PGC, HPDC, Co-Chair 

Kenneth E. Gibson, PGC 

 

Templar Uniform (5)  

Paul A. Cole, GSW, Chair 

J. Rex Sohn, GJW 

Henry E. LaHurreau, PGC 

Ronald D. Simpson, PGC 

James L. Dove, GCG 

 

Holy Land Pilgrimage (5) 

Robert J. Frazer, PGC, GT, Co-Chair 

Edward Sebring, GP, DBC #8, Co-Chair 

R. Frank Williams, PGC, HPDC 

John V. Stevens, PGC 

Robert S. Flint, GPE, (04-09) 

All GPE ex officio 

 

York Rite Coordinating (5) 

Andrew R. Jackson, GC, Chair 

David M. Bertch, DGC 

James L. Dove, GCG 

Rodney A. Mann, PGC 

Robert E. Price, PGC, HPDC 

Larry W. Brown, GG 

Willard R. Clutter, Jr., PGC, PDC 

Edwin Board, BC #6 

 

Ritual & Tactics (5) 

James L. Dove, GCG, Chair 

Irvin L. Bitting, PGC, GIG, Vice-Chair 

Larry W. Brown, GG 

Wayne Sheets, GPE, Assistant GIG 

George Kivett, Jr., KCT, KCTH, HPGC 

Steven J. Barton, PGC, PDC 

 

Competitive Drills (5) 
George Kivett Jr., KCT, KCTH, HPGC, Chair 

Rodney A. Mann, PGC, Vice-Chair 

Steven J. Barton, PGC, PDC 

John V. Stevens, PGC 
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Patriotic Activities (5) 
J. Rex Sohn, GJW, Chair 

Herbert G. Roach, PGC, Vice-Chair 

Ronald L. Ellis, PGC 

Harold Black, BC #2 

Jerry J. Bruning, BC #8 

 

Masonic Home Nativity Scene 

Paul A. Cole, GSW, Chair 

Randy P. Ellington, Vice-Chair 

Irvin L. Bitting, PGC, GIG 

J. Rex Sohn, GJW 

Scott G. Inman, BC #1 

Michael Stoner, BC #5 

Ed Sebring, GP, DBC #8 

 

Templar Awards 
James L. Dove, GCG 

Michael Moxley, #62, G.T. Crusader 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Inactive Participation 

James S. De Mond, PGC, PDC, Chair 

Paul A. Cole, GSW, Vice-Chair 

Ronald L. Ellis, PGC 

J. Rex Sohn, GJW 

Scott Inman, BC #1 

 

By-Laws (3) 

Lawrence V. Kaminsky, PGC, GR, Chair 

Andrew R. Jackson, GC 

David Bertch, DGC 

Larry W. Brown, GG 

 

Trustees (3) 
Rodney A. Mann, PGC 

Ronald L. Ellis, PGC 

Kenneth E. Gibson, PGC 
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SIR KNIGHT MAXWELL BERTCH  

GRAND COMMANDER ELECT  
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BIOGRAPHY OF  

DAVID MAXWELL BERTCH  

RIGHT EMINENT GRAND COMMANDER  ELECT  

GRAND COMMANDERY, KNIGHTS TEMPLAR OF INDIANA  

 

David Maxwell Bertch was born in Richmond, Indiana on April 9, 1944 to John Maxwell and Dorothy 

Deich Bertch ï Now deceased.  He is a lifelong resident of Liberty, Indiana.  After graduating from 

Short High School in 1962, he attended Miami University and received a Bachelorôs Degree in 1966.  

He also received a Masterôs degree from Ball State University in 1969.  He worked in the education 

field for eight years following his graduation from Miami and then in 1974 joined the family firm of J. 

A. Bertch & Son, Inc. where he now is Secretary / Treasurer.  He has one brother John Bertch, two 

nieces, a nephew and two grand nephews. 

 

He is a member of the Edwards Memorial United Methodist Church where he served as a trustee and 

sang in the choir for many years.  He is also a member of the Bay View Association of the United 

Methodist Church, Bay View, Michigan. 

 

His Masonic journey began when he was Raised a Master Mason in Liberty Lodge #58 in 1985.  He 

immediately started through the chairs at that Lodge and served as Worshipful Master in 1991.  He is 

also a member of Bartimaeus Lodge U.D. He became a member of the York Rite in 1992 at a class in 

Ft. Wayne honoring then Most Worshipful Grand Master Daniel Leonard and has been affiliated with 

the Connersville York Rite Bodies since that time.  He has served as High Priest of Maxwell Chapter 

#18, Illustrious Master of Fayette Counsel #6 and Eminent Commander of Connersville Commandery 

#6.  He served several years as an Area Representative for the Grand Lodge of Indiana.  He is also a 

member of the Scottish Rite, Valley of Indianapolis and the Whitewater Valley Scottish Rite Club, 

Murat Temple AAONMS and a past board member the Tarum Shrine Club. He is Past Sovereign 

Master of W. M. Avery Council #409 AMD, and a member of Robert A. Woods Priory KYCH, 

Indianapolis Preceptory #4 Yeomen of York, Marvin L. Isley York Rite College No. 129, The Royal 

Order of Scotland, and St Basil Conclave Red Cross of Constantine,  

 

He was appointed Grand Sentinel in 2002 by T. Jeffrey Conquest, elected Grand Jr. Warden in 2003 

and installed the 147th Grand Commander of Knights Templar of Indiana in 2008. 
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GRAND OFFICERS 2008-2009 

 
Front Row: L to R: Robert J. Frazer, PGC, GT; Rex Sohn, GSW; James L. Dove, GG; Larry W. Brown, DGC; David M. Bertch, GC; Paul A. Cole, GCG;  

Scott Inman, GJW; Lawrence V. Kaminsky, KCT, PGC, GR; 

Row 2: L to R: H. E. ñGeneò Lackey, KCT, KTCH, HPGC GM; Jerry Bruning, DBC; Marvin Ramsey, DBC; Joe Friend, Aide to GC; Charles Bridenhager, Aide to GC; 

Jack Wallace, GStB; Byron Schull, GP; John LaBounty, DBC;  

Michael Ritter, GW;  Gary Nicholson, DBC; Brian Harms, GS; Norman Hittson, Aide to DGC; Wayne Sheets, Dep.GIG; David Jenkins, GSwB.  

Row 3: L to R: Brad Wooten, DBC; John Fleming, DBC; Ronald Ellis, KCT, PGC, GIG; Stanton Davis, Dep. GIG; Clarence Harter, Aide to GC; Donald Olvey, Aide to DGC
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OFFICIAL  PROGRAM 

 

154th ANNUAL CONCLAVE  

 

 GRAND COMMANDERY KNIGHTS TEMPLAR OF INDIANA  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

Andrew R. Jackson 
Right Eminent Grand Commander  

Presiding 

 

April 24, 25, 26, 2008 

 

OFFICIAL HEADQUARTERS  

 

Indianapolis Marriott Inn 

7202 E. 21st Street 

Indianapolis, Indiana 46219 

(317) 352-1231 

 

Registration Friday April 25, 2008 

E.S.T. prevailing 
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Indiana Grand Commandery Official Headquarters 

Indianapolis Marriott Inn  East 
 

7202 East 21st Street 

(21st and Shadeland Avenue) 

Indianapolis IN 46219 

Phone (317) 352-1231 
Registration: Thursday and Friday       

Marriott Inn East Atrium 

Eastern Standard Time 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Thursday, April 24, 2008 

 

Morning  

Hospitality Room 

ñSuite 160ò 

 

Afternoon 

1:00 ï 5:00 PM Arrival and 

registration 

of Grand Officers, Past Grand 

Commanders and Distinguished Guests 

at the Marriott Inn East. Registration 

and meal tickets will be available in the 

Atrium. 

 

11:00 AM Grand Line Officerôs 

meeting 

ñDenò 

 

2:00 PM Jurisprudence Committee 

meeting 

ñLibraryò 

 

Hospitality Room 

ñSuite 160ò 

Closing at 5 PM 

 

Evening 

 

6:00 PM Divine Services 

Salon ñDò 

 

7:00 PM Grand Commanderôs 

Banquet 

(Templar Uniform less sword, Chapeau 

and Gloves, Ladies Dinner or Long 

Dress) 

Salons ñ5-8ò 

 

After the Banquet: Dancing 

Music by the Martha Jo Brink Band 

ñLiberty Hallò 

 

After the Banquet: Grand Tournoi 

(Templar Uniform less sword 

Ladies Dinner or Long Dress) 

ñLiberty Hallò 

 

After the Tournoi:  Ice Cream Social  

ñLiberty Hallò 

Friday, April 25, 2008 
 

Morning  

Hospitality Room 

ñSuite 160ò 
 

7:00 AM Past Commanderôs 

Association Meeting, Salon ñD&Eò 
 

7:30 AM Registration and meal ticket 

pickup for Distinguished Guests and 

Credentials of all Sir Knights in the 

ñAtriumò 
 

8:00 AM Distinguished Guests 

Hospitality Staging Area for 

Introductions Salon ñ7ò Coffee 

 

8:30 AM Hammond Commandery No. 

41 Knights Templar will open and 

receive the Grand Commandery 

Officers, who will assume their 

stations. Salons ñ1-4ò 
 

8:45 AM Grand Commandery 

convenes and reception of 

Distinguished Guests through lines 

formed by Raper Commandery No. 1. 

Reports and business of the Grand 

Commandery 
 

12:00 PM Ladies Luncheon 

Salon ñ7 & 8ò 
 

12:00 PM Sir Knights Luncheon 

Salon ñ5ò 
 

1:00 PM Grand Commandery 

Reconvenes 
 

3:00 PM Installation of 2006-07 Grand 

Commandery Officers 
 

4:00 PM Drill Committee and Drill 

Captains Meeting in Salon ñ6ò 
 

6:30 PM Social Hour 

Cash bar Atrium 
 

 

 

 

Friday, April 25, 2008 

Continued 

 

7:00 PM York Rite 3-way Reception 

 Salons ñ5-8ò 

(Templar Uniform less Sword, 

Chapeau and Gloves, Tuxedo, or 

Business Suit 

Ladies Dinner or Long Dress) 

 

 

Saturday, April 26, 2008 

 

Morning  

Hospitality Room 

ñSuite 160ò 

 

8:00 AM Competitive Drills 

ñLiberty Hallò 

 

12:00 PM Drill Awards Luncheon 

Salon ñ6-8ò 

Dress: Optional for travel 

 

2:00 PM Officerôs Meeting Room 

ñHarrison Roomò 
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PROCEEDINGS 

of the 

One Hundred Fifty-Fourth  

Annual Conclave of the 

Grand Commandery 

Knights Templar of 

Indiana 

 

The 154th Annual Conclave of the Grand Commandery, Knights Templar of Indiana, was held at the 

Marriott Hotel East, Indianapolis. The Sir Knights of Baldwin Commandery No. 2, the home 

Commandery of the Right Eminent Grand Commander, served as hosts for the Conclave. 

 

The lines were formed by Raper Commandery #1 under the direction of SK George D. Kivett, KCT, 

KTCH and HPGC. Distinguished guests were received under the guidance of S.K Irvin L. Bitting, KCT, 

PGC and George A. Ingles, Jr., KCT, PGC. 

 

PAST GRAND COMMANDERS OF INDIANA 

Kenneth E. Gibson, Ronald D. Simpson, Paul E. Friend, Dwight E. Lanman, Jr., Duane Stucker, John V. 

Stevens, Ronald L. Ellis, Lawrence V. Kaminsky, Rodney A. Mann, H.E. Gene Lackey, George D. 

Kivett, Robert J. Frazer, George A. Ingles, Jr., James L. Dove, Duane L. Vaught and Steven J. Barton.   

 

DEPUTY BATTALION COMMANDERS AND AIDES TO THE GRAND COMMANDER: 

Harold Black, F. Martin Donahue, Brian Harms, Joseph Korschot, Michael Stoner, Phillip Whisner, 

Andrew Wiley, James Kerns, Edwin Board, E. Stanton Davis, Clarence D. Harter and Wayne A. Sheets. 

. 

 

RECPIENTS OF THE KNIGHTS TEMPLAR CROSS OF HONOR: George D. Kivett, H. E. ñGeneò 

Lackey HPGC, Wayne G. Williams and Larry E. Gray. 

 

YORK RITE SOVEREIGN COLLEGE 

Bobby J. Roberts, Grand Governor of York Rite Sovereign College of Indiana 

 

GRAND PRELATE EMERTIS: Wayne A. Sheets, Robert S. Flint, Donald L. Borchert and Carroll Joe 

Friend.  

 

SUPREME COUNCIL 33rd ANCIENT ACCEPTED SCOTTISH RITE NORTHERN MASONIC 

JURISDICTION: S. K. Robert G. Elrod, 33° Deputy for Indiana for the Supreme Council, Ancient 

Accepted Scottish Rite, Northern Masonic Jurisdiction. 

 

GRAND CHAPTER ROYAL ARCH MASONS OF INDIANA: Sir Knight and Companion W. Kris 

Phillips, Most Excellent Grand High Priest, and his corps of Officers and Past Grand Officers. 

 

GENERAL GRAND CHAPTER INTERNATIONAL:  

James H. Hodge, Most Excellent Past Grand High Priest of the Grand Chapter Royal Arch Masons of 

Indiana and General Grand Secretary of the General Grand Chapter Royal Arch Masons International 

and Deputy Grand Governor of the Indiana York Rite Sovereign College. 
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Larry E. Gray, KCT, KTCH, Most Excellent Past Grand High Priest and Right Excellent Grand 

Secretary of the Grand Chapter Royal Arch Masons of Indiana and Most Excellent General Grand High 

Priest of the General Grand Chapter Royal Arch Masons International.  

 

GRAND COUNCIL CRYPTIC MASONS OF INDIANA: Sir Knight and Companion Gary G. Wyne, 

Most Illustrious Grand Master, and his corps of Officers and Past Grand Officers. 

 

JUNIOR GRAND OFFICERS OF OTHER JURISDICTIONS: Sir Knight, Roy A. Ickes, GCG of 

Michigan; Sir Knight Cortland C. Rule, GSW of Michigan; Sir Knight Loren A. Winn, GG, of Michigan;  

Sir Knight Gerald L. Williams, GW of Michigan; Sir Knight Robert E. Durham, Jr., GCG of Louisiana; 

Sir Knight Lauren R. Handeland, VEDGC of Wisconsin; Sir Knight William H. Van Zile, GCG of 

Wisconsin; Sir Knight Wilmer E. Hall, GJW of Pennsylvania; Sir Knight Stanley T. Ramsay, GG of 

Ohio; and Sir Knight Harold E. Clawson, Assoc. GP of Ohio. 

 

PAST GRAND COMMANDERS OF OTHER JURISDICTIONS: Sir Knight Vernon T. Barnhart of 

Michigan, Sir Knight James E. Hawn of Michigan, William Skrepnek of Michigan and Richard L. James 

of Louisiana and Grand Representative to Indiana. 

 

GRAND COMMANDERS OF OTHER JURISDICTIONS: Sir Knight Burch E. Zehner of Ohio, Glenn 

V. Leeper, Jr., of Michigan, Daniel L. Coleman of Kentucky, Lawrence A. Catellier of Wisconsin, 

Jeffery M. Williamson and Personal Representative of the Grand Commander of New York and  Sir 

Knight Bryan S. Cunningham, Past Provincial Grand Prior, Ontario, Canada. 
 

GRAND ENCAMPMENT AIDES: Sir Knight Bruce D. Basil, PGC, GR of Ohio and Chairman of the 

Grand Encampment Competitive Drill Committee and Aide to William H. Koon, II, Most Eminent 

Grand Master of the Grand Encampment of the USA; Rodney A. Mann, PGC and Aide to Duane L. 

Vaught, Right Eminent Grand Captain General of the Grand Encampment, USA; and Austin C. Gray, Jr., 

PMIGM, Aide to Duane L. Vaught, Right Eminent Grand Captain General of the Grand Encampment, 

USA. 

 

DEPARTMENT COMMANDERS OF THE EAST CENTRAL DEPARTMENT OF THE GRAND 

ENCAMPMENT:  

Sir Knight Robert E. Price, KGC, Honorary R. E. Past Department Commander of the Grand 

Encampment and personal aide to Willard M. Avery, Most Eminent Past Grand Master Knights Templar 

of the Grand Encampment, USA. 

Sir Knight Steven J. Barton, R. E. Past Department Commander of the East Central Department of the 

Grand Encampment, USA. 

Sir Knight Edwin Applegate, R. E. Past Department Commander of the East Central Department of the 

Grand Encampment, USA. 

Sir Knight Franklin C. Boner, R. E. Department Commander of the East Central Department of the 

Grand Encampment, USA.  

 

INSPECTING OFFICER: Sir Knight Duane L. Vaught, GCT, REGCG of the Grand Encampment 

Knights Templar of the United States of America, was introduced as the personal representative of 

William H. Koon, II, Most Eminent Grand Master of the Grand Encampment, USA. Duane is also here 

in the capacity of Inspecting Officer and as Most Worshipful Grand Master of the Ancient and 

Honorable Fraternity of Free and Accepted Masons of Indiana. 
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GRAND LODGE OF INDIANA: Sir Knight Jeffery P. Zaring, Right Worshipful Deputy Grand Master 

of the Most Worshipful Grand Lodge of Free and Accepted Masons of Indiana, Sir Knight Douglas 

Fegenbush, Past Most Worshipful Grand Master Grand Lodge of Free and Accepted Masons of Indiana, 

and Sir Knight Richard J. Elman, Grand Buddy, Past Most Worshipful Grand Master Grand Lodge of 

Free and Accepted Masons of Indiana.  

 

Everyone joined in singing Happy Birthday to George Kivett. 

 

Sir Knight Jackson thanked Raper Commandery for the fine job they did forming the lines. He then 

ordered the lines dismissed and thanked them again for a job well done. He also thanked Sir Knight Irvin 

L. Bitting KCT, PGC, and Sir Knight George A. Ingles, KCT, PGC for a job well done and the expedient 

manner in which the guests were introduced. 

 

The Eminent Grand Prelate, Edward L. Sebring gave an opening prayer. 

 

The United States Flag was presented under the direction of the Grand Captain General. 

 

After the flag presentation, Sir Knight Jackson called for a quorum. After the preliminary report from the 

Credentials committee the Grand Commander Jackson declared the Grand Commandery open.  

 

WELCOME  
Right Eminent Grand Commander, Most Worshipful, Grand Officers, Distinguished Guests, Sir Knights: 

 

Good morning and welcome to the 154th Annual Conclave Knights Templar of Indiana. Thank you for 

attending todayôs events. It is a distinct honor of Raper Commandery No. 1 to have this opportunity to 

open this Grand Commandery, and to serve every Sir Knight in the state by performing this duty. Raper 

Commandery and the Grand Commandery share a common purpose we have grown together as the years 

have progressed in Templar throughout the state of Indiana. Each constituent Commandery has also 

grown and has shared in the substance and honor of this Grand Commandery. We should always be 

reminder of these words that point out our true duty aw Knights Templar. ñBe Thou Faithful until Death 

and thou shall have a Crown of life.ò Always be faithful in your service to Jesus Christ. Always be 

faithful and vigilant to your service the Templary in Indiana 

 

Fraternally,  

 

SK Gary M. Messer 

Eminent Commander, Raper Commandery No. 1 

 

RESPONSE TO WELCOME 
 

Eminent Commander and Sir Knights of Raper Commandery No. 1: 

 

On behalf of the Officers of the Grand Commandery, all distinguished guests, our ladies and all Sir 

Knights present, we wish to thank you for hosting the 154th Annual Conclave. We thank you for all the 

courtesies and hospitality that you have extended to us. To the Eminent Commander Gary M. Messer 

and the Sir Knights and Ladies of Raper Commandery, we thank you for the support that you have given 

to the Right Eminent Grand Commander, Andrew R. Jackson. We are sure that our stay here with you 

will be pleasant and enjoyable and that the Conclave will be good for all in attendance. 
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Fraternally, 

 

David M. Bertch, Very Eminent Deputy Grand Commander 

 

PRELIMINARY REPORT  OF THE CREDENTIALS COMMITTEE  

 
To the R. E. Grand Commander, Officers and Sir Knights of the Grand Commandery, Knights Templar 

of Indiana 

 

The Credentials Committee submits the following preliminary report to the Grand Commandery at 9:00 

AM. All Commanderies are fully represented by their Commanders, Generalissimos and Captain 

Generals or their proxies except for the following: 

 

Baldwin #2 Generalissimo  Elkhart #31 Commander 

Fort Wayne #4 Generalissimo Kokomo #36 Captain General 

New Albany #5 Generalissimo  Wabash #37 Commander, Generalissimo 

& Captain General  & Captain General 

Greencastle #11 Generalissimo Hammond #41 Commander 

South Bend #13 Generalissimo  Bedford #42 Commander, 

& Captain General Generalissimo & Captain General 

LaValette #15 Generalissimo  Clinton #48 Commander 

& Captain General  Generalissimo & Captain General 

Muncie #18 Generalissimo  Trinity #62  Generalissimo 

& Captain General Bloomington #63 Captain General 

Apollo #19 Commander, Johnson County #23 Captain General   

Generalissimo  Wright #64 Captain General 

& Captain General Wm G Bray #65 Commander 

Saint John #24 Commander   & Captain General 

Generalissimo H. E. Lackey #67 Commander 

Angola #45 Generalissimo  & Captain General 

& Captain General Michigan City #30 Generalissimo 

Jeffersonville #27 Generalissimo   

& Captain General  

Frankfort #29 Generalissimo  

& Captain General  

 
If any of the missing delegates are present, we would appreciate having them check with the Credentials 

Committee at the registration desk as soon as possible. 

 

Fraternally submitted, 

Rex Sohn, GJW, Chairman 

 

HOUSE KEEPING BY THE GRAND COMMANDER  
 

Please turn off all cell phones. We will have a break at 10:15 as some of us need to respond to the call of 

nature and we will have a final Credentials report at 10:30 AM with the voting beginning at 10:35 AM. 
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JURISPRUDENCE COMMITTEE  
Approval of Minutes 

 

To the R. E. Grand Commander, Officers and Sir Knights of the Grand Commandery, Knights Templar 

of Indiana. 

 

I move that the proceeding of the 153rd Annual Conclave be approved subject to the review and 

distribution. 

 

Respectfully Submitted 

 

Irvin L. Bitting, KCT, PGC 

For the Committee 

 

ROLL CALL OF GRAND REPRESENTATIVES  
 
The Grand Commander then called upon the Grand Recorder to call the roll of the Grand 

Representatives.  The Roll Call showed that there were 40 Grand Representatives present, 5 excused, 3 

absent and 2 open.  Grand Commander Jackson thanked the Grand Representatives for their work in 

keeping the Grand Commanderies of other jurisdictions informed of our doings and them of ours, and 

dismissed them. 

 

COMMENTS BY S.K. ROBERT G. ELROD, 33°, DEPUTY FOR INDIANA FOR 
THE SUPREME COUNCIL, 33°, ANCIENT ACCEPTED SCOTTIS H RITE , 

NORTHERN MASONIC JURISDICTION  
 

Right Eminent Grand Commander, Most Worshipful Grand Master, distinguished members of the dais 

and Sir Knights all: I am pleased to be here as a representative of the Scottish Rite. The Grand Master 

said he has made seven speeches in the past three days. I do not get to make that many, but this is about 

my fourteenth appearance at this annual conclave. I bring you greetings from the Scottish Rite Masons of 

Indiana. It is always a pleasure to attend the meetings of the Grand Commandery and the other York Rite 

groups. As Deputy, I look out and see that many of you are members of the Scottish Rite. Iôm always 

pleased to address other Masonic groups where I have the distinct honor of being a Deputy in a state 

where we all pretty much get along. As I travel around and talk to fellow Deputies, I find this is not 

always the case.   

The Grand Master observed last evening that Masonry is now on a growth pattern, at least with the ones 

we are currently bringing in. We still have a slight problem with the ones dropping out, but we are 

bringing in more than we have dropping out, which reflects the cooperation of all the Masonic Bodies in 

the state. For several years, with some reforms that have been going on a now reflect new ways of doing 

things or bringing new men into Masonry. And it appears to me, that presents new challenges that we 

should awaken ourselves as leaders of Masonry sooner rather than later. The new men I see coming into 

my lodge are mainly younger members. I think is some ways, we are attracting a better class of 

members. I think that presents a challenge to the leadership of all our bodies, and that is that we must get 

these people involved in doing what we do. I think there are challenges to recognize what will appeal to 

these people and engage them in the fraternity. As I look back over the history of the Fraternity for the 

last 25-30 years, I look at the number of members who have dropped out. It appears to me that we have 

not done a good job of engaging our membership in what we do. And I think that it is a particular 

challenge in this day and age when we are doing more recruiting of members and we convince them to 

come in because they will benefit by being members. And we better well make sure that those benefits 
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are there when we get them in the door. Otherwise, in three or four years they are going to say Iôm not 

doing anything in this, why bother to keep paying dues when dues keep going up as costs continue to 

rise. The challenge I think is that we must find among these new members people that will be leaders of 

their peers. As I look around these groups when the leadership of Masonry gets together, the number of 

people under the age of fifty is not very good. Weôve got to get people who understand the new members 

and their lifestyles and how they do things and find those that are qualified to lead and do what we can to 

encourage them to become leaders. Most of the men sitting in this room have had a friend come over and 

say I have a job for you and that is probably where most of us got our start to become leaders. We have 

to be attentive to the people we have coming in and look for those that have the ability to lead, get them 

involved and they will get their friends involved. They will do things that are important and interesting to 

them. Unless we do things that people are interested in and want to be a part of, we are not going to keep 

them around very long. Iôve got four sons between the ages of thirty and thirty-six and Iôm not sure I 

always understand what they want, but hopefully we will give them an opportunity to tell us what they 

want and lead us in the direction that will benefit the fraternity in times to come. Right Eminent Grand 

Commander, I appreciate this opportunity to address this group and bring some remarks. Have a good 

session. We have been friends for a long time and Iôm sure that friendship will continue. Thank you. 

 

DEPUTY GRAND COMMANDER ASSUMED COMMAND OF THE GRAND 
COMMAN DERY 

 

Deputy Grand Commander Bertch then assumed command of the Grand Commandery while the Grand 

Commander delivered his allocution as follows: 

 

GRAND COMMANDERôS ALLOCUTION 

April 25, 2008 
 

To the Officers, Past Grand Commanders, members of the Grand Commandery Knights Templar of 

Indiana, Distinguished Guests and visiting Sir Knights  

 

 On behalf of the Grand Commandery Knights Templar of Indiana, I welcome you to this 154th Annual 

Templar Conclave. We extend the hand of fellowship to each of you and give you a warm welcome. We 

hope that your stay is pleasant and we pledge our assistance to any need that may arise. We hope you 

enjoy our Hoosier hospitality.  

 

One year ago, the Sir Knights of Indiana honored me by electing me as Grand Commander for the 2007-

2008 Templar year. At that time I requested we dedicate this Templar year to PGC Herbert A. Newman. 

I believe Herbie would have been proud of our Indiana Grand Commandery and the entire fine Sir 

Knight that have served in many capacities. It has been my privilege to serve and represent you within 

Indiana and in other Jurisdictions. I hope that you will be pleased with the activities and events of your 

Grand Commandery this year. They are as follows: 
 

BATTALION MEETINGS:  

A Battalion Meeting was held in each of Indianaôs Eight Battalions beginning in January and concluding 

in June of 2007. The agenda included topics I hope the attendees found useful in their local 

Commanderies. The following topics or ñGoalsò were presented and discussed at great length. 

 

I.  Improve the Effectiveness of the Grand Commandery Officers. 

II.  Improve the Visibility of the Grand Commandery. 

III.  Improve Templary Throughout the State. 
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IV.  Assist the Local Commanderies. 

V. Improve Long Range Budget Planning 

VI.  York Rite Membership Amnesty Program 

VII.  Closing the Back Door 

VIII.  Eastern Star/ Eye Foundation Program 

IX.  Templar Session Crusader Magazine 

 
3-WAY YORK RITE RECEPTION: 

A 3-way Reception was held at the Marriott Inn on April 27, 2007, to introduce and recognize the new 

presiding officers of the Grand York Rite. My two Indiana counterparts, SK Gary A. Snyder, Sr., Most 

Excellent Grand High Priest of the Grand Chapter RAM and SK Michael W. Klepper, Most Illustrious 

Grand Master of the Grand Council CM and I were introduced by the Master of Ceremonies, SK James 

M. Barkdull, Most Worshipful Grand Master of the Grand Lodge. A feeling of harmony was felt 

throughout the evening. 

 
GRAND LODGE OF INDIANA 2007:  
On May 15, 2007 the Grand Commandery formed the formal lines for our Grand Master with 34 

Knights. 
 

GRAND OFFICERS, BATTAL ION COMMANDERS AND DEPUTY BATTALION COMMANDERS 

WORKSHOP:  

On March 24, 2007, the Grand Officers along with the Grand Inspector General conducted an 

instructional workshop for the new and existing Officers at the Greenwood Masonic Temple 

Instructional on how to accomplish the various jobs and tasks that each officer will need to perform 

during the 2007-8 year was held.  This proved valuable to achieve a successful level or performance for 

each officer. 
 

SUMMER MEETING:  

The Summer Meeting of the Grand Commandery was held on July 21, 2007, at the Holiday Inn in New 

Albany, Indiana. The Grand Commandery attended and formed an Arch of Steel for the Grand 

Commander and the Officers of the Grand Council of Cryptic Masons of Indiana. The Grand Chapter 

Royal Arch Masons of Indiana were also present. In the Summer Meeting the goals were again discussed 

and action, by Battalion, was planned. All the ladies were enjoying themselves by shopping in the area. 

In the evening both Grand Commandery and Grand Council enjoyed a dinner cruise on the Ohio River. 

This event was outstanding and plans to return next year were made by all three Grand York Rite Bodies. 
 

RECEPTIONS ï INSPECTIONS ï INSTRUCTIONALS:  

Every Commandery in the State scheduled a Reception for the Grand Officers. It included a family 

dinner, reception of the Commander, reception of Distinguished Guests, sword rehearsal, uniform 

inspection, formation of the Triangle and presentation of the Colors. A critique followed in private by the 

Battalion Commander. An inspection or instructional on an Order was held on another date with the 

Battalion Commander or Grand Inspecting General as the Inspecting Officer. 
 

GENERAL ORDERS: 

General Order No. 1, Annual Inspection of Constituent Commanderies May 1, 2007.  

General Order No. 2, Membership Crusade for 2007-8, issued May 4, 2007 

General Order No. 3, Eminent Commander Certificate of Merit, issued May 1, 2007 

General Order No. 4, Libations for Candidates under the Age of 21, issued May 2, 2007  

General Order No. 5, Special Dispensation ï St. Anselm, May 1, 2007 

General Order No. 6, Distinguished Service Award, issued May 1, 2007 
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General Order No. 7, Knights Templar Cross of Honor, issued October 24, 2008 

General Order No. 8, Knights Templar Cross of Honor, issued October 24, 2007  
 

BULLETINS:  

Bulletin No. 1, Conclave Summery, May 13, 2007 

Bulletin No. 2, Membership Crusade for 2007-8, issued May 4, 2007  

Bulletin No. 3, Holy Land, 8-22-07 

Bulletin No. 4, Christmas Message 11-18-07 

Bulletin No. 5, Easter Message  

 
GENERAL PROCLAMATION:  

Display of our Flag, May 6, 2007 
 

DISPENSATIONS GRANTED: 

DATE  COMMANDERY    DISPENSATION 

5/10/2007 William G. Bray Comm. No. 65 Permission to hold election of CG 

at June 2007 stated meeting 

6/1/2007 Bedford Commandery No. 42  Permission to hold election of 

Recorder at June 2007 stated meet 

6/4/2007 William G. Bray Comm. No. 65 Dispensation to appear in public in full 

Commandery uniform to provide a wedding escort, 

pursuant to SECTION 900 (482) and SECTION 975 

(483(s)) 

9/1/2007 Trinity Commandery No. 62  Permission to move charter to 

Murat Shrine Temple for a York  

Rite Class 

12/15/2007 Angola Commandery No. 45  Permission to hold election of EC 

at January 2008 stated meeting 

11/11/2007 William G. Bray Comm. No. 65 Permission to move charter to  

       Martinsville Lodge for December  

       Stated Meeting with proper notification of members 

12/11/2007 LaPorte Commandery No. 12  Permission to hold stated meeting 

       One week later due to weather, with 

       Proper notification 

4/4/2008 Raper Commandery No. 1  Permission to move charter to 

Indiana Masonic Home for a York  

Rite Class 
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BY-LAWS APPROVED:  

DATE  COMMANDERY     CHANGE 

04/14/2007 Muncie Commandery No. 18   Complete 

06/07/2007 Noblesville Commandery No. 61  Complete 

07/03/2007 Michigan City Commandery No.30  Complete 

07/07/2007 Terre Haute Commandery No. 16  Dues 

07/16/2007 New Albany Commandery No 5  Dues for new Sir Knights 

08/03/2007 Elkhart Commandery No. 31   Complete 

08/20/2007 New Albany Commandery No 5  Dues 

09/14/2007 Valparaiso Commandery No. 28  Complete 

09/17/2007 Vincennes Commandery No. 20  Dues 

10/4/2007 Crawfordsville Commandery No. 25  Dues 

10/13/2007 Greenfield Commandery No. 39  Dues 

11/3/2007 Vincennes Commandery No. 20  Complete 

12/22/2007 Greenfield Commandery No. 39  Complete 

1/5/2008 William G. Bray Commandery No. 65 Change Stated Meeting Date 

1/8/2008 Baldwin Commandery No. 2   Complete 

02/07/2008 Angola Commandery No. 45   Complete 

 
GRAND REPRESENTATIVES NEAR INDIANA:  

Grand Commandery Representatives                           City  

California Charles D. Wood, Jr                    Martinsville  

 
APPOINTMENTS AS GRAND REPRESENTATIVE IN OTHER JURISDICTIONS : 

Grand Commandery  Representative  City  

Delaware   Gilbert E. Greenfield  Wilmington 

Kansas    Kelly D. Kraemer  Topeka 

South Dakota   John Laughlin   Rapid City 

 
LOCAL and FOREIGN VISITATIONS 2007 -2008: 

A chronological listing of my visitations in Indiana and out as Grand Commander is on file in the Grand 

Recorderôs office, and it is available for your review. In total I made 160+ visitations from April 27, 

2007, to April 25, 2008 

 
FIFTY YEAR AWARDS:  

Submitted   Comm. Name    Knighted 

05/11/2007      56 Eugene K. Farrow  04/21/1949 

05/11/2007 56 Everett McGill, Jr  07/11/1957 

06/04/2007 36 Robert Leroy Robinson 11/23/1953 

06/04/2007 36 Floyd Hass, Jr   02/19/1957 

06/04/2007 36 William Charles Chism, Jr. 06/20/1957 

06/04/2007 36 Ronald D. Simpson, PGC 06/20/1957 

06/05/2007 27 William Beeson Scott  06/27/1955 

08/11/2007 63 Donald Gene Traub  06/05/1957 

08/11/2007 63 Kenneth Hayes Smith  10/23/1957 

06/05/2007 27 Leslie Loren Frey  12/16/1957 

09/14/2007 28 Arthur William Cushman 12/27/1956 

09/14/2007 28 John Willis Cleveland  04/11/1957 

10/10/2007 63 Jack Allen Davis  05/07/1956 
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10/11/2007 06 Virgil Ball    11/29/1957 

10/11/2007 06 Donald Lee Dunaway  06/12/1957 

10/11/2007 06 Marion Dudley Curtis  10/04/1957 

10/11/2007 06 James William Smith  10/16/1957 

11/2/2007 14 Ernest Hancock Smith 11/27/1957 

11/2/2007 04 Victor Butler Porter  02/25/1957 

11/2/2007 25 Stanley Eugene Norman 11/30/1957 

11/21/2007 36 Robert Henry Carter  12/17/1957 

11/21/2007 36 Virgil Dean Hurlock  12/19/1957 

01/28/2008 45 James David Griffith  02/18/1957 

04/15/2008 03 John Robert Christopher 04/15/1958 

 

 
DISTINGUISHED SERVICE AWARDS:  

Nineteen Distinguished Service Awards were nominated and approved by the Grand Commander to be 

presented with proper recognition to the honorees by the Officers of the constituent Commanderies.  

 
PROBATION:  

On April 27, 2007 Wabash Commandery No. 37 was placed under probation until the next Annual 

Conclave for several reasons.  

1. The Annual Report, due January 15, was not received by the Grand Recorder. Per Capita 

payment has not been received as of April 1, 2008.  

2. The Commandery cannot open or close without the use of an open Ritual even if they have 

enough Knights to open. 

3. No Officer was present at the 2007 Annual Conclave. 

 
LEVANT PRECEPTORY:  

On October 13, 2007 Levant Preceptory presented a Templar period dress program on the 700 year 

anniversary of the suppression of the Knights Templar at Baldwin Commandery No 2 in Shelbyville, IN. 

They also visited a state conferral of the DeMolay membership class earlier that day. Afterwards the 

DeMolay group attended the program in Shelbyville, IN. Over one hundred people enjoyed this program 

including the public. 

 
WINTER MEETING AND NEWBY -AVERY BANQUET:  

The winter meeting of the Grand Commandery was held on January 5, 2008, at the Marriott Inn, 

Indianapolis, IN. The Grand Officers and Past Grand Commanders had stimulating discussions of the 

pre-printed committee reports. The purpose of the winter meeting was to discuss the progress made on 

the committee projects that were presented at the summer meeting. Our Templar Goals were being 

accomplished and continued plans were assigned to the Officers. Sir Knight and Aid to the Grand 

Commander Greg and his Lady Judy Aitken presented the Grand Commandery with two short swords 

for the Grand Commanderies Conclave bible.  

 

There were 95 reservations for the Newby-Avery Banquet that evening; however, the personal 

challenges prevented some from attending. Those guests that were able to attend enjoyed George Ingles, 

PGC, present a lecture about the life of our SK Willard M. Avery, PGM and the history of the 

Newby/Avery Banquet.  SK Wil liam H. Koon, II, MEGM, David D. Goodwin, RE Dep.GM, Duane L. 

Vaught, REG Captain General and our Grand Master of Masons on Indiana, and Franklin C. Boner, 

REDC, East Central attended. Following the meal, SK Lawrence Kaminsky, PGC was Master of 

Ceremonies for the introductions and program in fine style.  A Knight Commander of the Temple was 
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presented to Sir Knight George D. Kivett, HPGC from SK William H. Koon, II, MEGM who also 

formally presented the honor of Knight Grand Cross of the Temple to Duane L. Vaught. David Newman, 

son of Herbert Newman, PGC, and his singing group ñAore Maleò entertained us with 7 or 8 wonderful 

uplifting songs. 

 
NECROLOGY:  

Each of us is aware that someday we will stand alone before the ñGreat White Throneò and give an 

account of our journey through life. This past year, some of our Fraters were called home to that ñhouse 

not made with hands, eternal in the Heavens,ò where the Grand Architect of the Universe presides. We 

will miss them, but let us keep the families of these departed in our prayers as they face the future 

without their loved ones. A memorial will follow and be included in the proceedings.  

 
GRAND COMMANDERY FAMILY ACTIVITIES : 

This past year the Grand Family had three activities that were well attended and a good time was had by 

all. A steak cook out was held for the Grand Commanderôs Aids and ladies at Mary and Andyôs home in 

Greenwood, IN on April 15, 2007.  The Annual Summer picnic was held on June 10, 2007 at Gene and 

Zelma Lackeyôs home in Indianapolis, IN. The Family Annual Holiday Party and meal was held at our 

Indiana Masonic Home on December 2, 2007.  All three events were well received. 

 

A TEMPLAR FESTIVAL : 

A Templar Festival was held on April 12, 2008 at our Indiana Masonic Home. The three Orders were 

conferred in fullest form with many beautiful costumes.  The Order of Red Cross was conferred by 

Lackey Commandery No. 67. The Order of Malta was conferred by Ft. Wayne Commandery No. 4, who 

rented a bus to accomplish the conferral. The Order of the Temple was conferred in period dress by 

Levant Preceptory. The Social Order of the Beauceant was invited and enjoyed a ladies program. Lunch 

was served and we enjoyed the interaction with our IMH residents. The evening feast was in medieval 

style.  The hog was roasted; the ribs and Cornish hens were grilled. The soup was cooked over an open 

fire. A group of Old English musicians played for the entertainment. The CEO and Chaplin of the 

Indiana Masonic Home were candidates for the Orders. 

  

INDIANA SUPPLEMENT TO THE KNIGHTS TEMPLAR MAGAZINE:  

Each month this year we relied on our editor, SK. Edward L. Sebring, of the supplement to publish 

interesting articles, pictures and information about Indiana Templary. He was able to provide timely and 

very readable editorials that did much more than ñfill the space.ò  For the future, the editor needs your 

news and pictures before the 10th of each month to be published the following month.  

  

PUBLIC APPEARANCES:  

The Officers of the Grand Commandery made many appearances to raise public awareness. One of the 

first was the parade at the Indiana Masonic Home during the Festival on August 19, 2007. The officers in 

uniform led the parade around the oval carrying the US flag and the Beauceant. This event landed our 

Templar color guard on the front page of our Indiana Freemason. On the 28th of July 2007 the Officers 

participated in the patriotic parade at Batesville Indiana. Along the 2 mile route many children and adults 

asked, ñAre those (swords) real?ò Finally, the Grand Commandery received the invitation to parade, 

present the colors and form the Commandery lines, with Arch of Steel, for the distinguished guests at the 

100 year Rededication of the Bloomington, Indiana courthouse.  Our Grand Master of Masons in Indiana 

and also Past Grand Commander Duane L. Vaught was very proud of our participation in the event. 

I had the honor to install Michael Smith as E. Commander of Trinity Commandery on December 15, 

2007 and on December 29, 2007 form the Templar lines for Austin C. Grayôs installation as W. Master 

of Martinsville lodge. On October 26, 2007 we formed the Templar lines for the Mid-west Conference of 
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the Grotto at the Marriott Hotel in Indianapolis. We continued to support the Veteranôs Day program at 

our Indiana Masonic Home and also at other locations around the state. The Grand Commandery of 

Indiana met for the Grand Encampment Department meeting on March 8, 2008 with 19 Knights 

attending.  

 
MEMBERSHIP DEVELOPMENT:  

¶ A personal letter from the Grand Commander was sent to 1330 Indiana Sir Knights thanking 

them for their membership. 

¶ 500 wooden crosses were given at the local and state class Knightings by the Grand Prelate, 

Battalion Commanders or the Grand Commander. 

¶ The crusader membership jacket program was continued with good success. 

¶ 2500 additional York Rite Pamphlets and new 1500 DVDôs with a new label were created to 
boost membership around Indiana. 

¶ We had many York Rite membership classes conferred around Indiana. One was in honor of 

Larry E. Gray, General Grand High Priest. 

¶ We created over 50 new membership Crusaders at two Templar Crusader Colleges. One College 

was held at Rensselaer and the second at Shelbyville, IN. 

¶ We sent two Grand Knights to Illinois for General Grand Chapter and General Grand Council 

conference on March 8, 2008. They were to offer some of our membership development 

directions for the other states. 

¶ We continued updating our Website with the new events from around the state. 

¶ On September 1 and 2, 2007 we participated in conjunction with all other Masonic groups at 

Connor Prairie for a Labor Day concert. We passed out Masonic information to over 14000 

Indiana citizens.  

¶ On February 23 and March 1, 2008 we participated in the Tri-State York Rite Class in Byron, OH 

and Angola, IN. The Grand Commandery of Michigan conferred the Order of the Temple. 

Because of this event the Grand Commandery of Indiana travelled to Battle Creek, MI on March 

15, 2008 and conferred the Order of the Temple on 15 men. 

 
RECOMMENDATIONS:  

1. The success of any organization is clearly the responsibility of its leadership. The most 

important task that we have is developing new leaders. The future of the Grand Commandery of 

Indiana depends upon the Sir Knights that we nurture and encourage them to lead the constituent 

Commanderies. The leaders that we create will accomplish more than we can on our own. What 

they achieve will be our legacy. As I see it, teaching others is the most important duty of an 

officer. Leadership training should be ongoing whether formal, such as the Indiana Templar 

Academy and schools of instruction, or informal, one on one.  

 

Mentoring falls into the last category. I recommend that every Commandery in the State form a 

two-part mentoring program-first, for the new Sir Knights and second, for the officers and even 

existing members. A mentor should be assigned to each new Sir Knight to answer any questions 

that he or his family may have and to provide information to the Sir Knight about the 

Commandery and Templary. And most assuredly, the mentor should invite the new Knight to all 

functions of the Commandery to maintain his interest and keep the new member abreast of the 

meeting dates and times. 

  

In many Commanderies in Indiana it is the custom to advance officers very rapidly through the 

moving line because of the lack in numbers available. This practice is an injustice to the officer 
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and to the Commandery. A mentor should be assigned to each new officer to provide guidance, 

encouragement and instruction. Most likely the new officer is unaware of his current or future 

responsibilities and that he should be making program plans when he will become the Eminent 

Commander. An experienced mentor would be a great asset to him. Please remember the many 

generational gaps that need to be spanned for success. 

 

Inactive participation is a key issue that future Grand Commandery officers must review and 

make a positive impact. For instance, many Commanderies have difficulty in having enough Sir 

Knights for a legal Opening. We must re-kindle interest in those Sir Knights who do not attend 

regularly or not at all. Each Commandery needs to plan activities, such as social, charitable or 

religious, that will be of interest to the majority. A local charity may be an excellent choice to 

encourage participation and to gain public exposure. The reason that inactive participation is so 

important is found in recruiting new members. The active members of a Commandery are the 

recruiters. The vast majority of the membership does not recruit at all. It makes sense to increase 

their participation so that they will help recruit new members. There are areas in the State that do 

not have an active Commandery. One may have been there at one time, but it ceases to exist. If 

we do not keep in contact with the Sir Knights in these areas, they may demit or be suspended 

due to a lack of interest. I believe that it will be much more difficult to re-establish Templary in 

those areas if we do not stay in touch. As before, activities may be the bridge between active and 

inactive areas. I recommend that active Commanderies contact and maintain a presence in these 

inactive areas. If we do not, these areas will surely grow.  This year I attempted to appoint many 

new Deputy Battalion Commanders and Aids to the Grand Commander. This allowed the Grand 

Commander to have a direct effect upon those Commanderies that these officers attended through 

the year. 

 

 Encourage the Sir Knights of this Grand Commandery and the Constituent Commanderies to be 

visible in uniform in the public eye. Participate in parades and civic activities, present the US flag 

at lodges and attend religious services together.  

  

2. I recommend that this Grand Commandery continue to support the Masonic youth 

organizations (Rainbow for Girls, Jobôs Daughters and DeMolay) monetarily and by our 

presence. They are our hope and future leaders. Also, our Grand Officers need to improve their 

attendance at the youth Grand Sessions.  

 

 3. I recommend that the Grand Commandery support a New York Rite Steering Committee of 

Indiana. This body, not the Grand Commandery, should plan and conduct the membership 

festivals in the State and coordinate joint York Rite recruiting activities. The Grand Commandery 

should also attend and support the activities and directions of the other two York Rite bodies and 

continue to produce the Red Book. 

 

4. I recommend that the Grand Commandery of Indiana continue to support the publicity 

campaign of the Grand Lodge F&AM of Indiana. This includes the membership campaigns along 

with any and other forms of media and activities that we might be invited to participate such as 

the event at Connor Prairie in Indianapolis on Labor Day. 

 

5. I recommend that the Grand Commandery of Indiana maintain a closer relationship with the 

Grand Chapter of the Order of Eastern Star to benefit the Knights Templar Eye Foundation. The 

Eye Foundation committee and Campaign Chairman should be ready to make presentations to 
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raise funds within the Districts of the Order of the Easter Star on behalf of the Eye Foundation. 

Appearing in uniform would be an asset and a recruiting tool.  

 

6. I recommend in the future that the Battalion Commanders and Deputy Battalion Commanders 

instruct the Commanderies in their Battalion on proper protocol prior to an Inspection or 

Reception. Proper protocol shows respect and improves uniformity between Commanderies. 

During the Inspections and Receptions this year, I observed that many Commanderies did not 

adhere to the protocol as outlined in the new Deputy Battalion Commanderôs Handbook. The 

Division Commander could have a large impact upon the appointed Officers. 

 
IN APPRECIATION:  

As my tenure as Grand Commander comes to a close, I feel that time has passed to quickly. It seems like 

only yesterday that I was installed and began this incredible journey. I am indebted to many. First, I wish 

to thank the Sir Knights of Indiana for the opportunity to serve and represent you as your Grand 

Commander. I thank the Sir Knights of Raper Commandery No. 1 and the ladies of the Columbus 

Assembly No. 90 SOOB for their support and guidance this year.  Mary and my reception on September 

14, 2007 by Raper Commandery and the Social Order of the Beauceant was an event to remember the 

rest of my life. 
 

I appreciate the tireless effort of all of the Grand Officers as Division Commanders, Battalion 

Commanders, Deputy Battalion Commanders, Aids, committee members and inspectors. The Grand 

Commandery would not be successful without the dedication of your time and resources. I respect and 

admire the ladies of these officers for their support and understanding. I am sure that they spent many 

nights at home looking at the clock wondering when the front door was going to open. They are truly my 

adopted sisters. It was a joy to travel with the Aides this year over the State and in Sister Jurisdictions. 

The memories of the many miles that we traveled and talked along the way will stay with me the rest of 

my life. We met new friends, enjoyed the hospitality and broke bread with special people. I am truly 

blessed by your friendship.  
 

As I look back over the years that I have been a Mason, Companion and Sir Knight, there are so many 

individuals that I am very grateful to for their influence-The Brothers, Companions, Sir Knights of Grand 

Lodge of Indiana, the Scottish Rite, The Grotto, the Shrine, Ladies and Youth organizations and of 

course our residents of our Indiana Masonic Home. Without you none of this would have happened. I 

also must include SK Irv Bitting and his wife Doris for the invitation to be a Grand Commander Officer. 

They have my deepest gratitude and respect for all their help. I value the advice and wisdom that I 

received from the Past Grand Commanders who were gracious enough to give me their opinion-

especially, Bob and Nancy Price, HPDC; Steve Barton, PDC; George Kivett, HPGC and Willard Avery, 

PGM.  
  
But my Masonic journey would not have been complete without my wife Mary. She is my best friend 

and I love her for all the support, advice and the many hours that she has devoted in preparation during 

this Templar year.  
 

Finally, I am grateful for the health, strength and courage that the Grand Architect of the Universe has 

given me to pursue this adventure. May God continue to bless us. To Him be the Glory.  
 

Fraternally in Templary,  

Andrew R. Jackson, Grand Commander  
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 JURISPRUDENCE COMMITTEE REPORT  
Grand Commander's Address 

To the Right Eminent Grand Commander, Officers and Sir Knights:  

The Jurisprudence Committee in reference to Grand Commanderôs allocution section dealing with 

General Orders and Bulletins are consistent with Templar Law and are acceptable. The Jurisprudence 

Committee in reference to Grand Commanderôs allocution sections dealing with appointments to the 

GC and foreign jurisdictions and the appointments of Grand Representatives near Indiana are consistent 

with Templar Law and are acceptable. The Jurisprudence Committee has reviewed the dispensations 

granted and finds they are consistent and acceptable with Templar Law. The Jurisprudence Committee 

has reviewed the probation of Wabash Commandery No. 37 and finds the action consistent and 

acceptable with Templar Law. The Jurisprudence Committee has reviewed the arrest of the charter of 

Wabash Commandery No. 37 and finds the action consistent and acceptable with Templar Law. The 

Jurisprudence Committee recommends that the recommendation of the Grand Commanderôs allocation 

by divided as follows: 

¶ Finance Committee ï Recommendation 2 

¶ York Rite Coordinating Committee - Recommendations 5, 6 

¶ Templar Education & Public Relations jointly ï Recommendation 1 

¶ Membership ï Recommendations 3, 4 

¶ Executive Committee ï Recommendation 1, 2 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 

Rodney A. Mann,  

For the Jurisprudence Committee 

 

JURISPRUDENCE COMMITTEE  
Preprinted Reports 

 

To the R. E. Grand Commander, Officers and Sir Knights of the Grand Commandery, Knights Templar 

of Indiana. 

 

I move that all the preprinted reports included in the proceedings, except those which may have been 

withdrawn be received and included in the proceedings. 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 

Rodney A. Mann,  

For the Jurisprudence Committee 
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JURISPRUDENCE COMMITTEE  
Corrections to Advance Proceedings 

 

To the R. E. Grand Commander, Officers and Sir Knights of the Grand Commandery, Knights Templar 

of Indiana. 

 

I have a correction to Sir Knight Rodney Mannôs Jurisprudence Report as follows: 

On page 52, Line 14 Section 48 ñThe Grand Commander shall have the following specific powers and 

duties but the enumeration shall be.ò  Between the words ñshall and beò the word ñnotò shall be inserted. 

 

Also, on page 53, on line 5, (Life Membership Plan Resolution), ñtherefore be it resolved that section 

484ò Change section number to ò680.ò 

 

Line 7, the same thing, the section number will be changed from 484 to 680. 

 

Line 12, the same thing, the section number will be changed from 484 to 680. 

 

This was due to the re-codification of the Indiana Law. 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 
 

Irvin L. Bitting,  

For the Jurisprudence Committee 
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PRESENTATION OF STAR RECORDER PLAQUE  
 

Star Recorder of the Year was presented to Sir Knight John E. Hylemon of H.W. Matthewson 

Commandery No. 66 and due to the difficulty of determining the recipient of this award; I presented a 

second Star Recorder of the Year plaque to Henry E. LaHurreau of Fort Wayne Commandery No. 4. 

Both of these Sir Knights have gone beyond the call to assist me and working for the betterment of their 

individual Commanderies. 

 

Submitted by Lawrence V. Kaminsky, PGC, GR 

 
 

 

GRAND COMMANDERY, KNIGHTS TEMPLAR OF INDIANA  

INSURANCE AND BOND COVERAGE  
MAY  1, 2007 

 

CONTENTS and LIABILITY COVERAGE ï 

Killingbeck Insurance Agency, 1501 E Markland, PO Box 2946, Kokomo, IN 46904 

Policy # 029-030-408997 

Comprehensive General Liability Coverage: $1,000,000 aggregate and $1,000,000 for each occurrence. 

No building coverage but $15,825 coverage for contents for fire, Theft, etc. 

Money and Securities are covered up to $10,000 on premises and $5,000 off premises. There is a $500 

deductible. 

Premium: $400.00 (one year) 

 

BLANKET BOND COVERAGE ï 

The Fidelity and Deposit Corporation ï Agent: Wilson, Lawson, Meyers Agency, Connersville, IN  

Policy #60-13-658-1 ï Effective to date of cancellation ï Current premium paid to 12-01-2009 

Named insured is The Grand Commandery, Knights Templar of Indiana, its Constituent Commanderies 

and Knights Templar Educational Foundation. 

Form Employees Dishonesty Coverage - $10,000.00 

Blanket Excess Employees Dishonesty Coverage - $200,000 on Grand Recorder in that position; 

$50,000.00 on Secretary ï Treasurer of Educational Foundation in that position: 

Excess coverage carries the primary coverage as deductible so that $50,000.00 is maximum coverage.  

Premium $1,773.00 (3 years) 
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PROPERTIES OWNED BY THE GRAND COMMANDERY  

KNIGHTS TEMPLAR OF INDIANA  

AND THE EDUCATION FOUNDATION, INDIANA DIVISION  

(MAY 1, 2007) 
 

Item (Date of Acquisition)     Purchase Price Est. Value 

Legal File ï 4-drawer ï Olive                                             20.00 

(2) Letter Files-Tan - (Repainted 1988)                    25.00 

Card File-4X6/10 units-tan with base (2-15-88)                      241.39           0.00 

(2) Grey Metal Cabinets 72òX36ò                           0.00 

Card File Units for dead files                            0.00 

Swintec Electronic Typewriter       618.73         65.00 

Model 98016-Ser. 4 (5-20-87)  

Brother IntelliFAX (3-30-94)         479.95       100.00 

Canon GP200S Floor Copier (8-12-1999)                       4,256.64       250.00 

     Ser. # 3627 

Pitney Bowes Postage Meter & Scales    Leased 

Seal of the Grand Commandery (no art work)   100.00       100.00 

Stationary Cabinet-Oak (Antique)                      100.00 

Proceedings of the Grand Commandery  

     Complete to date - Bound to 2009 

Proceedings of the Grand Encampment 

     Complete to date ï Bound 

36 Skull Caps for 5th Libation                                                            100.00 

Collar for Grand Commanderôs Jewel                        250.00 

Compaq Computer & Accessories                        3,250.00                1.000.00 

Office supplies and other items for sale- estimated                      300.00 

ITA Pins      (30) 

50 year pins      (20) 

DSA awards ï Members      (0)           0.00                       0.00 

DSA awards ï Friends      (0)           0.00             0.00 

Newby-Avery Pins (all varieties)              3,500.00                3,500.00 

150 Year Books     (30)           5.00         150.00 

Total estimated value:                                 $6,160.00 

 

All of the above items are located in the Grand Commandery Office at 3516 Duluth Place, Highland, IN  
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